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INTRODUCTION & REGIONAL OVERVIEW

1a) Narrative Describing the Regional Overview (1-3 paragraphs): ‘

What are two to three important things to know about the region? What counties does the region include? What are some of the emerging or
important issues?

NorthEast Washington Educational Service District (NEWESD) 101 is Washington’s largest ESD in terms of the number of counties served (7),
school districts served (59 public and 47 state-approved private) and geographic region served (14,026 square miles). The region includes East
Adams County in addition to Ferry, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens and Whitman. Most of these counties are rural, remote areas with
little or no access to services and high concentrations of poverty.

Representatives from all counties are concerned about the future of infant and toddler services in light of the current and upcoming budgets.
Many are concerned that services are being cut to the point of damaging the infrastructure in place for infants, toddlers and their families.

1b) Narrative Describing Regional Strengths and Assets (2-3 paragraphs):

Describe some of the important strengths and informal supports that exist throughout your region.

Through discussions with steering committee members, the following strengths were identified: Regional and community health district
programs; School district special education services for birth-to-three children; Interagency coordinating council groups; Birth-to-three early
intervention services; Programs for children with special healthcare needs; ECEAP programs; Head Start programs; and very good community
collaboration efforts.

1c) Narrative Describing the Process for Completing the Context & Data Summary (1-2 paragraphs):

Describe your region’s process for completing this Regional Data Summary.

The region was divided into four areas: Bi-County (East Adams and Lincoln counties); Panorama (Ferry, Pend Oreille and Stevens counties);
Spokane (Spokane County); and Whitman (Whitman County). A steering committee was organized for each area to include early learning
professionals from a broad spectrum of organizations including community colleges, regional health districts, child care resource and referral
agencies, home care and center-based providers, Head Start and Early Head Start programes, libraries, regional alliances and area school districts.
In preparation for strategy meetings in each region, steering committee members participated in an online survey that helped form the basis for
meeting discussions. One steering committee meeting was held in each area (4 meetings) during the third week of September. Participants
discussed survey results, strengths in current systems and supports, areas that should be strengthened and unique characteristics for each area.
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Members also discussed statistical data and indicators from their respective regions. This information was compiled by project staff and made
suggestions for additional data points to add to the summary. Extensive notes were compiled for each meeting and comments presented by
steering committee members form the basis of this report.

2a) CHILD & FAMILY PROFILE — KEY MEASURES BASED ON SECONDARY AND INSTITUTIONAL DATA

Summarize data for each measure. Wherever possible, aggregate (total) the data for the entire region. In order to provide meaningful data, or
based on the availability of data, you may also want or need to provide data by specific communities (e.g., county, school district). For each
measure, note the data source and date, as well as any other important information about the data (e.g., its alignment with the ESD
boundaries).

All of the required data elements are detailed below. NEWESD 101 boundaries include all of the counties represented in the chart. Most
statistics are only available county-wide, and only the eastern portion of Adams County falls within NEWESD 101’s service area. The western
portion of Adams County lies within ESD 123’s service area.
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Community Demographics:

1) #/% of young children, toddlers and infants

Specify # and % of all children by:

- Under 5 yrs (see HSPC)

- Ages 0-23 months (indicated by “1” in DOH population estimates)

- Ages 24-35 months (indicated by “2” in DOH population estimates)
- Ages 36-47 months (indicated by “3” in DOH population estimates)

Data Source(s) and Notes: Kids Count 2009 and Department of Health

Data:
Pend
# of young children, toddlers and infants Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Under 5 yrs old 1,676 573 406 674 2,584 29,973 2,023
Ages 0-23 mos 326.68 285.17 136.13 253.03 692.78 12,495.54 806.18
Ages 24-35 mos 319.6 114.76 68.47 118 362.62 6,347.24 420.81
Ages 36-47 mos 291.9 151.67 75.56 121.87 393.11 6,229.72 393.95
% of young children, toddlers and infants as Pend
a % of total population Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Under 5 yrs old 9.3% 5.5% 5.2% 5.2% 5.9% 6.4% 4.7%
Ages 0-23 mos 1.8% 2.7% 1.7% 2.0% 1.6% 2.7% 1.9%
Ages 24-35 mos 1.8% 1.4% 0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 1.4% 1.0%
Ages 36-47 mos 1.6% 1.5% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 1.3% 0.9%
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2) #/% of households with children under 18 by:

Specify #/% by:
- married couples

- single female head of household
- single male head of household

Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2009 (*), 2000 Census (+) and Department of Health
* sign = Kids Count 2009 data

+ sign = 2000 Census data

Data:

% of young children, toddlers and infants as Pend

a % of children >18 Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman

Under 5 yrs old 29.4% 24.2% 21.6% 22.1% 22.5% 27.3% 28.7%

Ages 0-23 mos 5.7% 12.1% 7.2% 8.3% 6.0% 11.4% 11.1%

Ages 24-35 mos 5.6% 6.1% 3.6% 3.9% 3.2% 5.8% 6.0%

Ages 36-47 mos 5.1% 6.4% 4.0% 4.0% 3.4% 5.7% 5.6%
Pend

# housholds with children under 18 by: Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman

married couples 1,873+ 990+ 598+ 1,033+ 6,985* 73,460%* 5,539*

single female head of household 409+ 192+ 233+ 298+ 1,975* 23,409* 894*

single male head of household 170+ 92+ 102+ 146+ 705%* 8,736* 109*
Pend

% housholds with children under 18 by: Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman

married couples 76% + 76.7% + 63% + 69% + 72.0% * 69.0% * 84.0% *

single female head of household 16.5% + 12.8% + 24.6% + 19.9% + 20.0% * 22.0% * 14.0% *

single male head of household 6.9% + 7.1% + 10.8% + 9.7% + 7.0% * 8.0% * 2.0% *
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3)
Specify #/% for:

- White (non-Hispanic)

- Black (non-Hispanic)

#/% of children under five by race/ethnicity

- American Indian & Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)

- Asian/Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)
- Two or more race groups (non-Hispanic)

- Hispanic

Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2009; S = Suppressed data, count is 10 or fewer countywide.

S = suppressed data where number is ten (10) or fewer countywide

Data:
% of children under age five by Pend
race/ethnicity Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
White (non-Hispanic) 20% 89% 58% 80% 80% 81% 84%
Black (non-Hispanic) S S S S 0% 2% 3%
American Indian & Alaska Native (non-Hispanic) S 3% 30% 7% 8% 2% S
Asian/Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic) S S S 2% 1% 2% 5%
Two or more race groups (non-Hispanic) 1% 4% 5% 5% 6% 7% 5%
Hispanic 22% 4% 6% 6% 4% 6% 4%
# of children under age five by Pend
race/ethnicity Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
White (non-Hispanic) 335 504 236 543 2,051 23,880 1,654
Black (non-Hispanic) S S S S 12 693 50
American Indian & Alaska Native (non-Hispanic) S 14 120 47 212 474 S
Asian/Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic) S S S 13 26 593 92
Two or more race groups (non-Hispanic) 22 22 19 34 145 1,950 102
Hispanic 1,272 23 25 38 110 1,873 73
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| 4) Median income level ($)
Data Source and Notes: 2009 Washington Datebook, February 2010
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Median income level ($) $36,569 $39,511 $33,083 $34,931 $39,377 $42,196 $34,211
5) Parental employment
Specify:
- # of children in Care Zone (CCR&R Network)
- % of children under 6 with all parents in the workforce (HSPC)
Data Source and Notes: CCR&R 2008 and Kids Count 2006-2008
Data:
Pend
Parental employment Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of children in Care Zone (CC&R Network) 2,416 1,062 746 1,128 4,402 50,092 3,329
% of children under 6 with all parents in the
workforce (HSPC) N/A N/A N/A N/A 49.70% 58.30% 57.90%
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6) #/% of children of immigrant and refugee families

Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2006-2008
See Additional Regional Data #21 for citizenship breakdown

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of children of immigrant and refugee
families N/A N/A N/A N/A 69 2,454 574
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of children of immigrant and refugee
families N/A N/A N/A N/A 1% 2% 9%
7) #/% of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals
Data Source and Notes: OSPI 2009 Report
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of children eligible for free or reduced-
priced meals 3,218 863 338 824 3,199 25,536 1,173
% of children eligible for free or reduced-
priced meals 74.9% 40.7% 33.0% 49.6% 40.6% 35.6% 26.3%
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8) #/% of population who speak a language other than English at home
(List other languages spoken at home and note % of population)

Data Source and Notes: Census 2000 and Census update 2006-2008

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman

# of population who speak a language other

than English at home 640 28 257 3 1,617 2,645 5,007
% of population who speak a language

other than English at home 43.3% 2.9% 3.7% 3.5% 4.1% 6.7% 12.8%
% SPANISH 41.4% 1.7% 1.8% 1.6% 0.9% 2.0% 3.2%
% FRENCH (includes Patois & Cajun) 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.8%
% GERMAN 1.2% 0.6% 0.4% 0.6% 0.5% 0.7% 0.7%
% RUSSIAN 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.3% 0.9% 0.2%
% OTHER SLAVIC LANGUAGES 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.3%
% JAPANESE 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 1.1%
% VIETNAMESE 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.3%
% OTHER NATIVE NORTH AMERICAN LANG. 0.0% 0.0% 0.8% 0.4% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
% ARABIC 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.2%
% AFRICAN LANGUAGES 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2%
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% of population high school graduate or higher level of education

Data Source and Notes: Census 2000 and 2006-2008 America Community Survey

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of population high school graduate or
higher level of education 63.3% 86.5% 82.7% 81.0% 89.8% 91.7% 95.8%
Pend
Parent Education Levels Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Less than High School Graduate 36.7 13.5 17.3 19 8.6 6.7 3.17
High School Graduate 26.2 31.3 34.4 33.3 35.3 23.3 14.2
Some College or Associate's Degree 24.9 36.5 34.7 35.4 39.7 41.4 29.7
Bachelor's Degree or Higher 12.1 18.8 13.6 12.3 16.4 28.7 52.9
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10) #/% of poor and low-income children*

Specify #/% for:

- children under 5 living in poverty (< 100% FPL)
- children living in low-income households (< 200% FPL)

Data Source and Notes: HSPC Kids Count (Census America Community Survey 3-year average, 2006-2008(*)) and Census 2000 (+)

Data:
Pend
# of poor and low-income children Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
children under 5 living in poverty (< 100%
FPL) 394 + 86 + 91+ 182 + 555%* 5,711* 293*
children living in low-income households | 2,429/5,624 | 857/2,566 | 853/1,954 | 1,324/3,084
(<200% FPL) + + + + 4,577* 40,487* 1,653*
Pend
% of poor and low-income children Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
children under 5 living in poverty (< 100%
FPL) 51% + 28% + 44% + 52% + 23.4%* 20.0%* 14.9%*
children living in low-income households
(< 200% FPL) 43% 33% 44% 43% 48%* 39%* 25%*
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| 11) #/% mothers who are teens*

Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2008
* sign = Kids Count 2008 data

+ sign = 2000 Census data

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# mothers who are teens ages 15-19 111/1000 | 37/1000 | 34/1000 36/1000 33/1000 33/1000 4/1000
% mothers who are teens ages 15-19 11.1% 3.7% 3.4% 3.6% 3.3% 3.3% 0.4%
| 12) #/% of mothers who are single*
Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2008 (*), 2000 Census (+)
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# single female head of household 409+ 192+ 233+ 298+ 1,975* 23,409* 894*
% single female head of household 16.5% + 12.8% + 24.6% + 19.9% + 20.0% * 22.0% * 14.0% *
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| 13) #/% of babies born with low birth weight

Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2008,
S = Suppressed data, count is 10 or fewer countywide.
Data:

Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# babies born with low birth weight > 5lbs
8oz 26 S S S 23 402 25
% babies born with low birth weight > 5lbs
8oz 6.1% S S S 5.4% 6.5% 5.7%
Measures of School Success:
14) % meeting or exceeding 3" grade math and reading standards*
Specify by race/ethnic group
Data Source and Notes: Kids Count 2008-2009;
Breakdown by race/ethnic group located in Appendix
Data:
Pend
% meeting or exceeding 3rd grade standards Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Math 51.4% 73.3% 52.1% 69.5% 68.4% 73.8% 77.0%
Reading 48.0% 67.0% 67.0% 79.0% 69.0% 75.0% 84.0%
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15) On-time graduation rate
Specify by race/ethnic group

Data Source and Notes: 2008-2009 OSPI
Data:

Pend

On-time graduation rate Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
All students 74.1% 83.0% 78.8% 82.1% 65.1% 70.7% 88.2%
American Indian N/A 81.8% 83.0% 100.0% 50.9% 41.8% 28.6%
Asian N/A 50.0% 100.0% N/A 66.7% 74.6% 95.8%
Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A N/A 25.0% 45.7% N/A
Asian Pacific Islander N/A 50.0% 100.0% N/A 50.0% 71.8% 91.8%
Black 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 17.1% 56.7% 71.4%
Hispanic 71.9% 53.3% 100.0% 75.0% 30.9% 63.0% 84.6%
White 78.8% 85.2% 76.3% 81.3% 72.3% 72.7% 89.4%
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Additional Region-Identified Measures: Add any measures for which secondary data exist that would help you in assessing the needs and

identifying the future priorities of systems and services for toddlers in your region. (Do not include data describing services in this section. This

data will be presented and discussed in the following section.)

| 16) Homeless Rates
Data Source and Notes: Washington State Point in Time Count of Homeless Persons, January 2010
Data:
Pend
Homeless Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# Homeless Individuals 97 64 15 27 15 1,038 146
# Homeless Persons in Families with Minor
Children 78 56 8 17 2 423 136
# Homeless Persons in Households without
Adults N/A 2 N/A N/A 3 62 N/A
# Temporarily Living with Friends or Family 129 11 39 383 49 645 N/A
Chronically Homeless N/A N/A N/A 1 3 61 1
17) Domestic Violence Rates
Data Source and Notes: DSHS Substance Abuse Risk and Protection Profile 2009
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Domestic Violence Rates Reported to Law
Enforcement per 1,000 (2008) 5.34 3.46 3.24 5.77 4.16 6.66 2.84
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| 18)  child Abuse and Neglect Rates

Data Source and Notes: DSHS Substance Abuse Risk and Protection Profile 2009

Data:

Child Abuse and Neglect in Accepted

Referrals (per 1,000) 2008 data 21.88 37.32 52.07 54.21 46.84 41.71 38.09
| 19) Substance Abuse Rates
Data Source and Notes: DSHS Substance Abuse Risk and Protection Profile 2009
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Clients of State-Funded Alcohol or Drug
Services (ages 18+) 2008 11.63 11.98 26.99 17.15 14.57 17.12 5.88
Clients of State-Funded Alcohol or Drug
Services (ages 10-17) 2008 1.63 4.12 7.88 6.81 111 14.49 8.08
20) Incarceration Rates
Data Source and Notes: State Department of Corrections 2008 and U.S. Department of Justice, 2010
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Children with Incarcerated Parents 62 27 15 12 96 3,921 40
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21) Citizenship Rates

Data Source and Notes: 2000 Census
Data:

Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Foreign Born Residents (all ages) 22.9% 1.2% 2.5% 0.02% 2.4% 4.5% 7.7%
Naturalized citizens 5.5% 0.9% 1.3% 0.01% 1.3% 1.9% 2.1%
Not a citizen 17.4% 0.3% 1.2% 0.01% 1.1% 2.6% 5.6%
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2b) CHILD & FAMILY PROFILE — REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVE

2b. i) Brief Description of Data Collection (1 paragraph):
Who participated in compiling the data?
How many interviews or focus groups did you conduct? With whom?

The data was compiled by project staff using online data sources provided by the Department of Early Learning and Organizational Research
Services. Additionally, steering committee members were surveyed and questioned about various relevant points prior to meetings. The project
sponsored four steering committee meetings where members reviewed survey results and data points before holding discussions which resulted
in the compilation of anecdotal findings. There are 49 representatives on the four steering committees.

2b. ii) Narrative Describing Regional Perspective of Stakeholders (2 pages or less):
What did regional stakeholders have to say about the infants and toddlers and their families in your region that added to or expanded on the
secondary data already reported?

NEWESD 101’s region is the largest in the state and very diverse in terms of its economy and population; however, in spite of the diversity, the
stakeholders all held similar perspectives about the infants and toddlers and their families within each of the four steering committee groups.

Bi-County: Adams and Lincoln counties are located west of Spokane. Families in the Bi-County area consist of generational farming families,
migrant workers, large families with multiple children who are members of a strong-faith based community, as well as families living at or below
federal poverty levels. The stakeholders emphasized both the benefits to families who live in rural communities as well as challenges and
barriers. One of the biggest benefits is that there is a high level of familiarity among members of the community, local businesses and agencies.
They know who is in their community, what needs exist as well as available resources. However, the group also added that a challenge in rural
communities is that there are several families who live in virtual isolation in the furthest outlying areas of each county. These families need
resources and supports that the community cannot provide. The barriers and challenges are growing as resources decline. The Lincoln County
Health District emphasized a concern with families, specifically mothers, who have limited or, in some cases, no access to preventative prenatal
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healthcare for themselves and their children. This is coupled by an increase in the number of infants and toddlers who qualify for early
intervention services. Additionally, school districts have observed an increase in the number of children without current immunizations as well
as a rising number of families who sign exempt statements due to religious philosophies. Lincoln County has had an increase in the number of
families that utilize Medicaid with over half of all recent births in Lincoln County being funded through Medicaid. The majority of migrant
families reside in the western side of Adams County, which NEWESD 101 does not represent. Families are moving from the smaller eastern
Adams County communities to the larger towns in search of work. Therefore, Ritzville and Lind are seeing a steady increase in the number of
birth-preschool age children.

Panorama: The Panorama area is comprised of Ferry, Stevens and Pend Oreille counties. It is the most northern area of the NEWESD 101 region.
The stakeholder group emphasized that the lack of child care led many families to rely heavily on friends and family to care for their children.
Unfortunately, many of these arrangements are not in the best interest of the children. The group also identified a gap in services for those
families who qualify for Early Head Start. The gap occurs for those children who turn three after August 31, which makes them ineligible for
ECEAP or Head Start services until the following year. Tuition-based preschools are out of financial reach for these families, which results in no
services for these children and families. Families in this area of the region face many challenges. The most significant challenge is the geographic
isolation and lack of access to resources. There is limited internet access and cell phone coverage. This obviously affects the population’s ability
to access current information, educational opportunities, resources and support services. The group commented on the demographic data,
adding that there are several very young parents, married and single, who are not represented in the data. The superintendents added that
school districts are reporting high percentages of children who qualify for special education services, which many times are equal to or exceed
the state average. There are a significant number of families with children living in poverty, with increasing healthcare needs. The group also
identified a growing number of grandparents raising their grandchildren and/or multiple families living together in one household. The numbers
of birth-to-three children requiring early intervention is steadily increasing, specifically those from families who currently participate in Early
Head Start. Currently, the most prevalent issues are speech and language delays. Early Head Start also reports an increase in the number of
homeless families accessing services (28/170). There are also growing pockets of Russian families moving into Stevens County. In addition to the
language barrier, Russian families will not immunize their children and have very strict dietary restrictions for their children.

Spokane: The stakeholders most widely emphasized an increase in the prevalence and intensity of multiple risk factors present in families, their
infants and toddlers throughout Spokane County. To compound the issue, stakeholders identified and discussed the steady decline of resources
and community capacity to meet the increasing needs of these families and children. Stakeholders expanded the data collection to more
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accurately reflect the high need for preventative maternal child healthcare and a comprehensive approach to a continuum of care. The data
points paint a picture of the risk factors, including a significant presence of adverse early childhood trauma and a steady increase in premature
babies (due to poor maternal health). Such factors result in a high percentage of newborns being hospitalized in Neonatal Intensive Care as well
as high rates of children with special healthcare needs. Families also struggle with abuse, trauma, poverty, disabilities and other risk factors.
Families are left unable to adequately care for their infants and toddlers. The group added that the required data points did not fairly represent
the intensity of the need or the impact on support services. Although the group identified several strengths, they clarified that these support
services are at capacity and often do not meet family and children needs. Stakeholders representing the communities outside of the city
commented that the demographic data more accurately represented the City of Spokane, and overshadows the data and specific needs and
strengths of the outlying communities. For example, in the City of Spokane there is a steady increase in the number of refugee families including
Burmese, Iraqi, Bhutanese and Marshallese populations. These families speak a language other than English, and have no support systems. This
is not a current issue in the smaller rural communities.

Whitman: Whitman County is located south of Spokane and is referred to as the “Palouse” due to the agricultural geography. Whitman County
is comprised of a diverse population. There are generational farming families, university students, unmarried youths, international families and
pockets of families living in extreme poverty. After review, the stakeholders agreed that the data was more representative of Pullman due to its
size and university population. Therefore, the data doesn’t accurately represent the poverty level and isolation of the outlying communities. The
group also agreed that the county is in desperate need of parent resources. Parents have very little knowledge of where to go for help or
resources. Families in the outlying areas many times must commute to either Colfax or Pullman to find work and child care. Families from
communities located closer to the Spokane County border commute into Spokane for both work and child care. Unfortunately, many of the
available jobs pay minimum wage and require parents to work non-traditional hours. There are no centers or home child care providers that
offer non-traditional hours. Many times, children are left with boyfriends, other friends or grandparents. If they do attend child care, many are
there up to 10 hours a day. There are large numbers of international families living in Pullman who rely heavily on their cultural community for
support and resources as well as child care. Interestingly, although there are large numbers of highly educated families in Pullman and the
surrounding communities, there are also large percentages of families that live in poverty. More children are entering Kindergarten with very
limited social experiences and quickly fall behind academically.
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2c) CHILD & FAMILY PROFILE — “TELLING THE STORY”

2c) “Telling the Story”: Regional Children and Family Profile (1 page or less)
Summarize the data from all sources (primary and secondary data) to “tell the story” of systems and services for infants and toddlers and their
families in your region.

In order to accurately “tell the story” of systems and services for infants, toddlers and their families in this region, it is most useful to group
feedback from steering committee members by area since the region is so diverse. However, it should be noted that throughout the region, the
most vulnerable populations are families with children under five years old. Several risk factors emerged throughout the region including
poverty, geographic isolation, high rates of child abuse and neglect, homelessness and children with special healthcare needs.

In the Bi-County region of East Adams County, there are high percentages of families with children living in poverty. In fact, nearly one in four
children under five is stricken by poverty. Eighty-four percent of infants receive WIC services (County Health District, 2008) and more than 11%
of mothers are teenagers. Poverty is further evidenced by high free and reduced lunch counts and a median income that is the lowest in the
region. Nearly 40% of residents do not hold a high school diploma and very few hold college degrees. In Lind, the percentage of children needing
special education services exceeds the state average. In neighboring Lincoln County, there are a high percentage of children under the age of five
and a high percentage of married couple families. Many children in Lincoln have special healthcare needs. Sixty percent of births are funded
through Medicaid. The incidence of child abuse and neglect in accepted referrals by Washington Department of Social and Health Services
(DSHS) is also higher than the state average.

The Panorama region (Ferry, Pend Oreille and Stevens counties) is an area of extreme poverty as evidenced by high rates of children eligible for
free and reduced lunch and high numbers of families and children living in poverty. Indeed, almost one in four children under five live in poverty.
In addition, nearly all families with infants and toddlers qualify for child care subsidies. Almost 17% of households with children under 18 years
old are headed by a single female. In Stevens County, many residents speak Spanish or German at home. Across the entire region, there is a high
rate of child abuse and neglect and high percentages of adults accessing state-funded alcohol and drug services. Academic performance for
young children is a concern as there are a high percentage of 3" graders not meeting state math standards and as many as 35% do not complete
high school. In Pend Oreille County, statistics reflect a high rate of homeless living temporarily with friends and family. Just this year, the region
as a whole experienced the highest number of children aged birth-to-three receiving early intervention services.
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In Spokane, there are a large number of children under five years old and increasing rates of children with special healthcare needs due to
premature births and illnesses. The county contains the second highest rate of expectant women who smoke and high rates of sexually
transmitted diseases such as Chlamydia (which is one cause of pre-term births). Poverty is a concern as over half of the births in Spokane are
funded by Medicaid. The Inland Northwest 2" Harvest Food Bank surveyed 621 emergency food clients in Spokane County and discovered that
the recession has hurt a growing and diverse group of people who are now struggling to pay their bills and afford groceries. For example, 9%
seeking assistance hold a bachelor’s degree or higher and 33% completed some college. Additionally, 73% of food bank clients live at less than
100% of the federal poverty level; 51% have a primary wage earner who worked during the last year; 80% don’t receive any rent or mortgage
assistance; 24% of adults and 4% of children are uninsured; 49% have unpaid medical bills and 87% reported that they sometimes have to pay
bills late in order to purchase food for their families. Spokane has recently experienced a high influx of refugees (see question 2B for more
details), a trend too recent to show up in Census logs. There are also a high number of households with children headed by females and
increasing levels of child abuse and neglect rates (specifically, emotional abuse, medical neglect and abandonment). Like the Panorama region,
Spokane also contains higher than state average rates for adults (and children) seeking substance abuse treatment. Additionally, an increasing
number of children are qualifying for early intervention services.

In Whitman County, nearly 30% of children are under five years old and most children reside in homes with married couples. The area contains
the 2" lowest median income in the region, and many families with infants and toddlers qualify for child care subsidies. A higher than average
rate of families speak languages other than English in the home and the population as a whole has high levels of education (due to the presence
of Washington State University). There is a low teen birth rate and high on-time graduation rates. However, there is a surprisingly high level of
child abuse and neglect rates.

Throughout the region, many steering committee members would have liked to see data points aggregated on smaller community levels since
the needs of population centers can overshadow less populated areas. More also needs to be known about demographics and services on the
Colville, Kalispell and Spokane tribal reservations. Furthermore, children with special healthcare needs (including developmental delays or
disabilities) are often children whose families were exposed to one or more adverse early childhood traumas. Research shows a direct
correlation between the number of children being abused and the high percentages of parents who have experienced early childhood trauma.
This phenomenon results in children with high social emotional needs and behavior disorders.
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3. SERVICES, SYSTEMS & SUPPORTS

3a) SERVICES, SYSTEMS & SUPPORTS - Services and Supports Inventory

Summarize the existing secondary and institutional data for each of the following services and supports in your region. See the prior table for
suggested data to use. Wherever possible, aggregate (total) the data for the entire region. In order to provide meaningful data, or based on the
availability of data, you may also want or need to provide data by specific communities (e.g., counties).

a. Child Care Subsidies

# infants and toddlers (B-3) served with child care subsidies

Data Source and Notes: 2005-2006 Data (DEL)

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# infants and toddlers (B-3) served with
child care subsidies Monthly average 73 7 14 12 72 1,442 49
% of licensed child care providers serving children using subsidies
Data Source and Notes: 2005-2006 Data (DEL)
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of licensed child care providers serving
children using subsidies, not including
exempt 29.7% 15.4% 25.3% 20.1% 23.1% 22.6% 27.7%
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b. Child Care Arrangements

| #/% of families by type of child care arrangement (parental, center-based, family, FFN)

Data Source and Notes: Data for this indicator was not available.

Data:

c. Child Care Availability (licensed)

# licensed center-based provider sites

Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# licensed center-based provider sites 4 4 0 2 7 202 20
# of licensed center-based provider slots
- Total
- By age: school age, pre-school, toddler, infant
Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network
Data:
Pend
# licensed center-based provider slots Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Total 376 97 0 129 212 11,519 998
By age: school age 196 82 0 114 165 6,524 452
By age: pre-school 152 55 0 106 117 5,573 500
By age: toddler 101 18 0 36 47 1,930 217
By age: infant 35 11 0 8 3 593 66
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# licensed family child care provider sites

Data Source and Notes: County Data
Data:

Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# licensed family child care provider sites 51 8 1 2 23 262 18
# licensed family child care provider slots
- Total
- By age: school age, pre-school, toddler, infant
Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network
Data:
Pend
# licensed family child care provider slots Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Total 416 71 12 24 222 2,446 139
By age: school age 329 29 8 20 171 1,618 45
By age: pre-school 355 55 8 20 181 2,040 98
By age: toddler 96 21 4 6 38 563 30
By age: infant 92 20 4 5 38 507 25

d. Child Care Health & Safety

# of valid complaints regarding administrative practices and unsafe/unhealthy environments (as defined by DEL’s licensed child care

information system)

Data Source and Notes: Data for this indicator is not available.

25




e. Child Care Referrals

REGIONAL DATA SUMMARY

Regional Infant & Toddler Systems & Services Planning

% of all child care referrals that were for infants and toddlers

- forinfants
- fortoddlers

Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of all child care referrals that were for
infants and toddlers 49% 0 0 33% 63% 49% 67%
Infants 29% 0 0 0 19% 25% 39%
Toddlers 20% 0 0 33% 44% 24% 28%
f. Child Care Cost
Median cost of care
- Forinfant care
- For toddler care
Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network
Data:
Pend
Median cost of care $ Center/Home Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Infants 7,800/5,535 | 6,760/5,888 | 0/6,500 | 5,980/5,668 | 5,980/6,500 | 8,112/6,500 | 9,993/7,800
Toddlers 6,760/4,980 | 5,720/5,694 | 0/6,500 | 5,096/5,668 | 6,370/6,500 | 6,916/6,500 | 8,364/7,670
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% of median household income
- Forinfant care
- For toddler care

Data Source and Notes: 2007-2008 WA State Child Care Resource & Referral Network

Data:
% of Median Household Income Pend
Center/Home Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
For infant care 19%/14% | 16%/14% 0/17% 16%/15% 14%/15% 17%/14% 28%/22%
For toddler care 17%/12% | 14%/13% 0/17% 13%/15% 14%/15& 15%/14% 24%/22%
g. Early Intervention Services
Average # of children served/month
Data Source and Notes: State Early Intervention Reports
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# IFSP (Individualized Family Service Plan)
Children served within a month, average 34 total across three counties,
over 11-month period 37 2 Colville Tribe 2 380 27
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h. ECEAP

# enrolled (3 years old)

Data Source and Notes: ECEAP Providers

Data:
Pend
ECEAP Services Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of 3-year olds enrolled in ECEAP 4 6 5 1 7 3
| # slots (by age)
Data Source and Notes: ECEAP Providers
Data:
Pend
# slots by age Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
3-year olds 4 1 7 0 3
4-year olds 18 23 26 8 17 15+ 85
# ECEAP sites
Data Source and Notes: ECEAP Providers
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# ECEAP sites 3 3 3 1 3 3 5
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# on ECEAP waitlist (by age)

Data Source and Notes: ECEAP Providers
+ sign = more than number listed

Data:
Pend
# on ECEAP waitlist Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
3-year olds 0 6 2 1 8+
4-year olds 0 1 1
i. Early Head Start (EHS)
# enrolled in EHS
- Total
- By age (e.g., prenatal, 0-12 mos., 13-24 mos., 24-36 mos.)
Data Source and Notes: ChildPlus.net
Data:
Pend
Early Head Start (EHS) Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Total 0 0 200
0 0
Prenatal 20
0 0
0-12 mos 33
0 0
13-24 mos 68
0 0
24-36 mos 98
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# total EHS slots

Data Source and Notes: ChildPlus.net

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# total EHS slots 0 0 220 0
# EHS programs
Data Source and Notes: NEWESD 101 staff
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# EHS programs 0 0 1 1 1 1 0
# EHS sites
Data Source and Notes: NEWESD 101 staff
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# EHS sites 0 0 0 0 1 8 0
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# on EHS waitlist

Data Source and Notes: ChildPlus.net, Sept. 2010
Data:

Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# on EHS waitlist 0 0 460 0
j. Evidence-Based Home Visiting Programs
Nurse Family Partnership (NFP)
- # of programs
- # of families served
Data Source and Notes: County Data
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of programs 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
# of families served 0 0 0 0 0 200 0
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Parents as Teachers (PAT)
- # of programs
- # of families served

Data Source and Notes: NEWESD 101 staff NA = Not Available

Data:
Pend
Parents as Teachers (PAT) Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of programs 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
# of families served 0 0 NA NA NA NA 9
Parent Child Home Program (PCHP)
- # of programs
- # of families served
Data Source and Notes: NEWESD 101 staff
Data:
Pend
Parent Child Home Program (PCHP) Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of programs 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
# of families served 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
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k. Child Welfare

21) Children in the child welfare system*
Specify:
- #served by CPS (e.g., case management)
- #in foster care placement

Data Source: HSPC, 2007

Data:
Pend
Children in the Child welfare system Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# served by CPS case management 118 104 80 195 472 5,258 347
# in foster care placement 27 14 28 33 146 1,232 54
I. TANF
# individuals receiving TANF support (all ages)
Data Source and Notes: DHSH, 2007
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# of individuals receiving TANF support (all
ages) 1,042 160 287 582 1,546 19,058 626
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% use rate for TANF

Data Source and Notes: DSHS, 2007
Data:

Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% use rate for TANF 5.9% 1.6% 3.8% 4.6% 3.6% 4.2% 1.5%
m. Women, Infant & Children (WIC)
Infants and children served by WIC
- # of infants and children under five served by WIC
- % of infants born served by WIC
Data Source and Notes: WA Department of Health, 2009
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# infants and children under five served by
WIC 2,832 266 149 356 1,248 17,806 930
% of infants born served by WIC 81% 60% 69% 60% 70% 58% 46%
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n. Prenatal Care

% of pregnant women receiving first trimester prenatal care

Data Source and Notes: WA Department of Health, 2009

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of pregnant women receiving first
trimester prenatal care 71% 83% 73% 81% 82% 84% 77%
% of pregnant women who received late or no prenatal care
Data Source and Notes: WA Department of Health, 2009;
S = Suppressed data, count is 10 or fewer countywide.
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
% of pregnant women receiving late or no
prenatal care 7% S S S 3% 3% 3%

35



REGIONAL DATA SUMMARY
Regional Infant & Toddler Systems & Services Planning

0. Children’s Healthcare and Insurance

% children under 18 who are uninsured

Data Source and Notes: HSPC, National Survey on Children’s Health 2007

Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
Not Not Not Not Not Not
% children under 18 who are uninsured Available | Available | Available | Available Available 4.1% Available
# enrolled in the Children’s Medical Program (Apple Health)
Data Source and Notes: DSHS, March 2010
Data:
Pend
Adams Lincoln Ferry Oreille Stevens Spokane Whitman
# enrolled in the Children's Medical Program
(Apple Health) 4,374 822 666 1,011 4,113 37,397 1,691
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In the following table, list and describe any additional programs or services for infants and toddlers and their families (birth to three) in your

region not captured above. Add rows as necessary, but include only those services most relevant to this population. Consider, for example:
e Prenatal and child birth supports
e Early childhood care and education programs
e Parent, family and caregiver support programs
e Early intervention services

. L. Target
Service or Support (& description) . Relevant Data
Population
Preschools for children with 3-5 year olds Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
special needs with special Data Source: Bi-County region steering committee
needs Data: Not applicable
Child care for children with special | 0-5 year olds Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
needs with special Data Source: Bi-County region steering committee

healthcare needs | Data: Not applicable

Respite care for parents of Parents of Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined

children aged birth-to-three with | children birth-to- | Data Source: Bi-County region steering committee
Data: Not applicable

special healthcare needs three
Autism Society of Washington, Parents and Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Spokane Chapter advocates of Data Source: Spokane steering committee
children with Data: Not applicable
autism
Parent-to-Parent support at the Parents of Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
ARC of Spokane children with Data Source: Spokane steering committee

special needs Data: Not applicable
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Down Syndrome Family Network

Parents and
families of
children with
Down Syndrome

Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Reach Out & Read Washington

Parents and
children aged 0-5

Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Training for Infant & Toddler child | Child care Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined

care providers providers Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Home visiting programs such as Low-income Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined

Early Head Start

families with
children prenatal
— 3 years old

Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital

All children with
healthcare needs

Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Shriner’s Hospital

All children
requiring

specialized
healthcare

Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Data Source: Spokane steering committee
Data: Not applicable

Success by Six

Parents and
children

Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
Data Source: Whitman steering committee
Data: Not applicable
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PS, | Love You Families with Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined
infants and Data Source: Whitman steering committee
toddlers Data: Not applicable

Parents as Teachers Parents of Measure (e.g., # served): Not yet defined

children birth-to- | Data Source: Whitman steering committee

preschool Data: Not applicable
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3b) SERVICES, SYSTEMS & SUPPORTS — Regional Stakeholder Perspective

3b. i) Brief Description of Data Collection (1 paragraph):
Who participated in compiling the data?
How many interviews or focus groups did you conduct? With whom?

The data was compiled by project staff using online data sources provided by the Department of Early Learning and Organizational Research
Services. Additionally, steering committee members were surveyed and questioned about various relevant points prior to meetings. The project
sponsored four steering committee meetings where members reviewed survey results and data points before holding discussions which resulted
in the compilation of anecdotal findings. There are 49 representatives on the four steering committees.

3b. ii) Narrative Describing Regional Perspective of Stakeholders (2 pages or less):
What did regional stakeholders have to say about systems and services for infants and toddlers and their families in your region?

Bi-County: Stakeholders emphasized the lack of child care. Both daycare centers and home providers are closing. There is, however, an increase
in the number of unlicensed exempt providers. Unfortunately, there are providers with very little early childhood education or opportunities to
access professional development. Training to receive STARS hours is typically located too far for providers to travel. The licensed providers that
do exist are primarily home-based and have limited capacity to serve children aged birth-to-three. Some providers can serve no more than two
infants. Preschool options are primarily offered within the school districts. ECEAP programs as well as district-sponsored or sliding scale tuition
based services are offered. One church preschool still remains open while the church preschool in Ritzville closed this year. In regards to
community resources, the group agreed that the existing systems and supports are not adequate to serve community needs. Resources are
located in the larger communities but families living in outlying areas of the county are not able to access the resources due to the lack of
individual and public transportation services. There are two county health districts, both working beyond their capacity to meet community
needs. The Lincoln County Health Department only has six employees. Nurses are no longer able to provide child care consultation resulting in
no information, training or support for child care providers who care for infants, administer medication or provide care for children with special
healthcare needs. This is problematic since Lincoln County is seeing a record number of children needing early intervention services. Currently,
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there is a hospital within each of the two counties in the Bi-County region, but there are no Obstetrician or Gynecology doctors or any other
preventative maternal healthcare services. Additional services not present in the Bi-County region include mental health, Early Head Start or
other home visiting programs. There are limited family support services for migrants in East Adams County and a significant Migrant population
in Lind. The Lind School District has only one staff member to provide case management, education and home visiting. Furthermore, the public
libraries are very small and open for one to two days per week. Currently, there are story-times available but no play and learn groups are
offered. In order to seek the most services and resources, families must travel to either Spokane or Othello.

Panorama: The stakeholders emphasized the extreme lack of child care services. Ferry County currently has no licensed child care centers. In the
other two counties, stakeholders agreed that center care was more popular than family home care. Exempt care is also on the rise, but most
participants are not taking advantage of resources to pay exempt providers. Professional development is typically offered within the larger
communities and out of reach for many due to distance and a lack of transportation. Child Care centers are only able to pay providers minimum
wage, which results in a lack of highly qualified staff. Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) services are provided by two separate agencies;
Catholic Family Charities (serving Ferry County) and Family Care Resources (serving Stevens and Pend Oreille counties). Both Resource and
Referral agencies agree to readily promote family, friend and neighbor care, as this model seems to work well within small rural areas. Early
Head Start provides a home-based model throughout the three counties and is currently operating at capacity. NorthEast Tri-County Health
District is the acting lead agency for birth-to-three early intervention services. Three public health nurses serve as family resource coordinators
and work directly with area school districts. However, this year, they will not be continuing the contract and another agency will need to step up
and offer these services. Stakeholders emphasized the benefits of school districts participating in the early intervention system, particularly due
to both the increase in need and severity of disabilities in infants and toddlers. ECEAP and Head Start preschool programs are available
throughout the three counties. However, family support services are very limited, particularly for immigrant families who do not speak

English. The services that are available, such as food and clothing banks, small health clinics, or other public assistance programs, are difficult for
all residents to identify and navigate. This challenge is magnified for immigrant families with little limited English proficiency. Family and youth
counseling services are only available in larger communities. Early Head Start contracts with a private mental health professional to counsel the
families and children they serve. Substance and alcohol abuse support systems are also available in the larger communities. However, the
challenge for individuals who participate in these services is finding available child care. Those stakeholders who completed the preliminary
survey believe existing systems and supports are not adequate to serve community needs.
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Spokane: Spokane County stakeholders added to the list of strengths including multiple services and systems. It was noted that the recent focus
on agency collaboration rather than competition was a definite strength. These efforts, including Our Kids Our Business, Priority Spokane, Unity
in the Community and many others, were the second highest priority in kindergarten readiness. However, there was a strong emphasis on the
continuing decline in capacity of many community agencies to meet the increasing needs of families and children. Stakeholders completing the
survey agreed that the existing systems and supports are not adequate to serve community needs. Many agencies and services are operating at
capacity or do not have adequate funding to provide services to additional families. Many current services will not continue due to budget cuts.
For example, home visiting for pregnant or new mothers may be cut completely. Child care consultation services have been significantly
reduced. Spokane County offers a vast array of healthcare services that draw families with children from around the state to Spokane. As a
result, systems and services are tremendously stretched. The group added that there is no continuum of care in Spokane. A more broad-based
approach could bring the community together and new programs into the area to better meet the need. The group has seen a steady increase in
the number of families who currently qualify for low-income services such as Early Head Start, Head Start and ECEAP. However, the slots are full
and wait lists are long. Professional development for child care providers has been on the rise with a local community college offering the
“Building Bridges” series that is focusing on birth-to-three early childhood development. Early childhood education opportunities are available to
the wider community through local community college and area universities. However, this year, financial aid funding at all community colleges
has been exhausted so many students will not be able to attend and/or will not be able to pay for their on-campus child care. Additionally, the
QRIS project has provided several opportunities for providers to receive high-quality training and coaching services. Additional professional
development trends include the work being done by WSU in the area of complex trauma and adverse early childhood experiences. This research
is critical to understanding the extreme level and, prevalence of risk factors and the negative impact on child and family health and ultimately,
children’s academic success.

Whitman: The stakeholder group emphasized the decline of child care in Whitman County, specifically for children aged birth-to-two years of
age. The outlying county communities struggle with child care services much more than the larger communities of Pullman and Colfax. This is
coupled with the fact that families are not able to pay even the most minimal amount within these smaller communities. The devastating cuts at
Washington State University are going to negatively affect child care in Pullman. There will be a snowball effect, which could impact multiple
services for families. The smaller communities also struggle with ensuring that parents know where they can go to receive the services and
supports they need. The group added that families may have access to the Internet; however, a personal connection is many times much more
effective. One example is the underutilization of the State’s central resource number. The Whitman County Library is a strong system providing
multiple resources for families such as story-time, play and learn groups, employment assistance and computer training. Many times, these
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resources are not widely known or utilized by families. Given the limited resources, the group is seeing more young families with limited
knowledge of how to care for their babies and toddlers. The local health department provides nurse consultation services to child care centers
and also assists with school nursing services. The health district is a trusted source of information for parents and child care providers. Through a
parent survey conducted by the local early childhood coalition, parents identified the need for a centralized, simplified system to receive
information and education, a need for networking opportunities, professional development of child care providers and the need for a unified
voice to educate the public on infant and toddler development. Early Intervention services are provided by a local non-profit agency. The same
agency provides home visiting programs including Parents as Teachers. Nurturing Parents and Strengthening Families programs are provided
throughout the county. Head Start and ECEAP services are also available providing 185 slots. There are no Early Head Start services in Whitman
County. The stakeholders who completed the survey agreed that the existing services and systems do not meet current needs.
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3c) SERVICES, SYSTEMS & SUPPORTS - “Telling the Story”

3c) “Telling the Story”: Regional Services, Systems & Supports (1 page or less)
Summarize the data from all sources (primary and secondary data) to “tell the story” of systems and services for infants and toddlers and their
families in your region.

All of the regional stakeholders agree that services and supports for infants and toddlers are being drained and exhausted due to budget cuts.
Needs are exceeding available resources and early learning professionals are overwhelmed and unable to adequately support infants and
toddlers. Need is so significant that even programs identified as strengths are being diminished. The regional infrastructure of services is being
sacrificed and organizations are struggling to provide services with dwindling resources. Nearly all participants taking the survey stated that
current systems and supports are inadequate to meet local needs.

In terms of the data related to systems and services, it is important to note that in the rural communities, there is a lack of center and home-
based care. For example, in Ferry County, there are 406 children under five years old and daycare slots for only 12 children. Another important
concern revealed by the data is the percentage of area median income needed to fund care. In nearly all cases, the percentages in poverty
exceed state averages.

There are some services that appear to be working well in meeting family needs. For example, the state’s Apple Health program seems to
contribute to a very low percentage of uninsured children in all counties. Even though this data point was not available for any of the counties
except Spokane, regional stakeholders commented that in most cases, the children they serve are insured through Apple Health. Perhaps the
most prevalent gap in terms of services appeared in the Bi-County area, where there is no Early Head Start program.

Additional information about infant and toddler systems and services in this region is needed. Specifically, data on the types of child care
arrangements accessed was not available. A comprehensive report detailing summative data on unsafe and unhealthy environments in child
care centers was not available. In terms of the additional services and supports identified by regional stakeholders, measures will need to be
defined for each item and data will need to be collected to assess whether these systems and supports are meeting area needs. It would also be
valuable to know how many families in the rural areas pass up employment opportunities or lose jobs due to the unavailability of child care.
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4) STRENGTHS, ASSETS & CONTEXT
High Level Observations What Data Support
about Your Data To Help Guide Your Planning this Observation?

1. | The majority of resources are in larger communities such as Spokane, Anecdotal data from
Pullman and Othello. Smaller communities rely on themselves more and steering committee
know the communities very well. members.

2. | There is a need for a simplified centralized system for disseminating Anecdotal data from
information and resources to parents. steering committee

members.

3. | There is a need for a continuum of care system to sustain and improve Anecdotal data from
the communities’ health and well being. steering committee

members.

4. | There is a need for a system of in-home, preventative support systems for | Anecdotal data from
new parents and adults with high risk factors. steering committee

members.

5. | There is a need for a universal support system for child care providers Anecdotal data from
where all providers have equal access regardless of income or steering committee
geographical location. members.

6. | Thereis a need to develop a system with incentives for child care Anecdotal data from

providers who offer non-traditional care such as 24-hour care, ill child
care, and care for children with special healthcare needs.

steering committee
members.
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