
 

 

ELAC members, 

In an effort to keep you as up to date and informed as possible about the Department’s legislative work, 

please read below for up to the minute information regarding the agency’s potential work in the 2016 

session. 

However, before we get into that, I need to do a little stage setting so that you understand the full 

context of how our legislative agenda is developed.  This might feel a little bit like “how a bill becomes a 

law” but I think it important to go over the mechanics before you review what the agency is exploring 

for the 2016 session. 

First, The Department of Early Learning is under the direct guidance of the Governor’s office.  We are a 

cabinet level agency within the executive branch of government.  As such, we take direction from the 

Governor’s office in regards to all of the legislative work that we do.  This includes both policy and 

budget initiatives that may be taken under consideration by the legislature.  Although the 2016 session 

does not officially start until January of 2016, agencies are working now to research and prepare 

materials for the Governor’s consideration.  In essence, agencies are busy now gearing up for the next 

session. 

Second, the 2016 session is what is commonly referred to as a “supplemental” session as opposed to a 

“regular” session.  It was not until the early 80’s that Washington introduced a “supplemental” session.  

Prior, the legislature only convened every other year.  In the late 70’s it became apparent to legislators 

and the state that minor technical fixes and supplemental items needed to be addressed outside of the 

every other year calendar. Hence, the introduction of a supplemental session.  This supplemental 

session is designed to deal with minor technical corrections and small changes in budgeting to account 

for unforeseen circumstances related to the passage of a biennial budget and other policy 

considerations.  In short, the short session is not the time to introduce new programs, policies, or 

budget initiatives.   

Third, the final decision and the details thereof of any legislative work the agency engages in are up to 

the Governor’s office.  Again, agencies do an extensive amount of research and present that research to 

the governor’s office in the form of a “Decision Package.”   These packages give the Governor the 

information necessary to make an informed and clear decision regarding potential budget and policy 

initiatives.  Agencies are researching and building these packages now.  The packages are due to the 

Governor’s office this fall.  The Governor’s office then makes decisions for the agencies as to what items 

can be carried forward to the legislature for consideration. 

This is a lengthy back story, but an important one to consider when reviewing potential legislative items 

for next year.  With that story being told, please review the information below understanding that the 

fine details are not yet vetted, the Governor’s office holds the ability to greatly alter any of the 

information listed, and the agencies 2016 legislative agenda is currently in its infancy.  

Now, onto the good stuff.   



 

 

For the 2016 legislative session the Department of Early Learning is exploring a number of potential 

items.  Each of the items, however, is predicated on the spirit of a supplemental session.  That is, no new 

stuff and just technical fixes where really necessary.  The agenda under consideration can be chunked 

out into three major buckets.  Early Start Act implementation, Federal and State regulatory compliance, 

and child and provider supports. 

Early Start Act implementation: While the legislature took momentous steps towards supporting early 

learning, there are still areas that were not resourced enough.  The Department, along with the 

Governor’s office, is conducting a thorough review of the Early Start Act and is identifying areas that 

may need more resources to ensure full implementation.  This analysis is being done in close 

collaboration with the Governor’s office for possible presentation to the legislature in the 2016 session.   

Federal and State Regulatory Compliance: with the recent reauthorization of the Child Care 

Development Fund, there are a number of areas that may require both additional funding and necessary 

changes in state level policy to ensure compliance.  The agency is currently working with a CCDF 

reauthorization steering committee to identify the potential changes.  These changes may impact Family 

Friend and Neighbor providers, the regular use and review of state level abuse and neglect data, and 

other changes that may increase cost or require state policy changes.  Further, the Department will be 

exploring the addition of necessary audit and oversight functions to ensure close compliance with state 

and federal regulation in the agencies day to day work.   

Child and Provider Supports: The department is exploring necessary funding and regulatory changes to 

ensure that programs that serve some of our states most at risk children have ongoing and stable 

funding for their programs at both the state and federal level.  Following legislative direction, The 

Department is also considering the development of a time and attendance tool that will support 

providers in tracking their program attendance and processing subsidy payment reports.  This 

exploration is being done under legislative direction and in close collaboration with the Governor’s 

office and the state Chief Information Officer.  


