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State Interagency Coordinating Council

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 22, 2015


Puget Sound Skills Center
18010 8th Ave. S.

Burien, WA  98148
Attendance:

Members
Kylee Allen, Parent

Val Arnold, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
Maryanne Barnes, Service Provider, Developmental Center

Stacey Bushaw, Health Care Authority

Magan Cromar, County Human Services

René Denman, Service Provider

Paul DuBois, Office of the Insurance Commissioner

Major Bonnie Geneman, MD, Military

Janet George, Department of Services for the Blind
Lisa Greenwald, Service Provider 

Margaret Gunshows, Tribal Representative

Amy Kocher, Parent
Darci Ladwig, Parent

Dr. Diane Liebe, Service Provider

Maria Nardella, CSHCN, Department of Health

Suzanne Quigley, Service Provider

Carla Reyes, DSHS – DDD, Foster Care, and Infant Mental Health

Janet Spybrook, Personnel Preparation
Members Unable to Attend
Anna Frangomeni, Parent

Jena Lavik, Parent
Sugely Sanchez, Parent

Rep. David Sawyer, Legislative 

Greg Williamson, DEL, Lead Agency

Others Attending
Malissa Adame, Pierce County Community Connections

Jana Burk, Whatcom County Early Intervention

Sandy Carlson, Children’s Therapy Center

Kris Ching, Center for Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss

Kerianne Christie, Center for Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss

Chris Cuneo, Holly Ridge Center

Keri Foster, WithinReach

Wendy Harris, King County DDD

Nancy Hatfield, WA Sensory Disabilities Services

Kellie Horn, ESD 123

Katie Humes, WA Sensory Disabilities Services

Amy Huntley, Washington Autism Advocacy

Maggie Kizer, WithinReach

Janie Nelson-Achodor, Concerned Citizens

DeEtte Snyder, WA State Services for the Blind

Carol Taylor, Autism Outreach

Chya Thompson, HopeSparks

Lorraine VanBrunt, Department of Health

Candy Watkins, A Step Ahead

Connie Zapp, Holly Ridge Center

ESIT Program Staff Who Participated
Karen Walker, Program Administrator

Kathy Grant-Davis, Program Consultant

Sheila Ammons, Program Consultant

Debi Donelan, Program Consultant

Linda Jennings, Program Specialist

Debbie Jackson, Program Specialist
Business Meeting

I. Introductions/Announcements




                 


Maryanne Barnes, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
Ms. Barnes led introductions of the Council and audience present.  
Motion:    A motion was made to approve the February 25, 2015 minutes. The motion was seconded and passed.  
Motion:
A motion was made to accept the April 22, 2015 agenda. The motion was seconded and passed.  
II. Washington Autism Alliance and Advocacy Presentation

Arzu Forough, President – Amy Huntley, Outreach and Advocacy Coordinator
Lin Payton, Health Care Authority, ABA Program Manager
Carol Taylor, Project Coordinator, Autism Outreach Program
Highlights:

· ASD is a “spectrum disorder” that affects individuals differently and to varying degrees

· Best practice guidelines recommend remediation programs that are effectively designed and delivered by the medical community, providers, families, schools and other providers, working well together and achieving consensus.425-836-6513
· Behavioral therapies are widely used to help children with ASD

· WAC 182-500-0070 gives definition of medical necessity

· Tips for writing letters for insurance coverage of recommended therapies:  http://www.washingtonautismadvocacy.org/family/wp-content/uploads/medical-necessity-letters.jpg
· If insurance denies, WA Autism Alliance can help.  Contact: 425-836-6513

III. Early Intervention Services for Children with
 Deaf/Hard of Hearing and/or Blind/Visual Impairments


DeEtte Snyder, State Coordinator, Birth to Three, WA State School for the Blind

Kris Ching, Outreach Director, Birth to Preschool, WA State Center for Childhood Deafness and

     Hearing Loss

Highlights:

· Agencies included in task force:
· WSDS – WA Sensory Disability Services
· CDHL – Center for Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss
· WSSB – WA State School for the Blind
· DEL/ESIT – Dept. of Early Learning/Early Support for Infants and Toddlers Program
· DOH/EHDDI – Dept. of Health/Early Hearing-Loss Detection, Diagnosis and Intervention
· DSB – Dept. of Services for the Blind
· ODHH – Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing
· OSPI – Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
· Estimated 400 to 600 babies in Washington with blind/visual impairments (BVI)

· Connecting early intervention and BVI “worlds” is a very important partnership to best support children with BVI and families

· Deaf/HH demographics for WA:
· 273 children ages birth to 2

· 253 preschoolers

· 3292 kindergarten to high school

· 3818 children ages birth to 21

· Four practice guides for working with families are on DEL/ESIT website

· Any questions?  Please contact Kris.Ching@cdhl.wa.gov or DeEtte.Snyder@wssb.wa.gov 

IV. Agency Reports  

Agency reports, when available, are included in handouts within the Council packets.

Office of the Insurance Commissioner, Paul DuBois
Highlights:
· Budget Request:  The OIC request for the authority for five new employees and an additional $926,000 in the agency’s 2015-2017 budget is currently included in both budgets proposed by the House and Senate. 

· Two of the employees would review health care provider contracts and the networks that health insurers submit to us for approval. Three of the employees would help our insurance fraud investigation efforts.  

· OIC-Requested Model Acts:  Three of the four pieces of Legislation the OIC requested during the 2015 session that are based on model acts from the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) were enacted into law:  

· SB 5717 - Insurance Holding Company Act (amended)

· HB 1077 - Credit for Reinsurance Model Act (amended)

· HB 1172 - Own Risk Solvency Assessment (ORSA) Act

These NAIC model acts provide consistent insurance regulation standards among states, and brings Washington’s regulation of insurers in line with regulation in other states.

Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Val Arnold

Highlights:

· Registration still open for Student Support Conference in Wenatchee, May 13-15, 2015

· The McKinney-Vento Program has a Legislative Briefing with Governor Inslee’s office on April 24 to discuss the Results Washington initiative

· OSPI filed a Preproposal State of Inquiry (CR 101) to address possible rule making activity because of potential changes to state law regarding the restraint and isolation and the use of aversive interventions for students eligible for special education under WAC 392-172A.

· OSPI is also considering rules changes to WAC 392-172A-05125, addressing a student’s status during due process proceedings.
· WA has approximately 240 interpreters employed by local districts or other agencies serving children with hearing loss.  Only 34 interpreters have passed both the EIPA performance and written test.  WSDS is offering an “Educational Interpreter Remote Mentorship Program” to help provide interpreters additional training in anticipation of the EIPA performance assessment.

· School districts within ESD’s 101 and 189 are currently being monitored through OSPIs Consolidated Program Review system.  This process includes a review of district compliance with the federal McKinney-Vento Act, Child Find, and early childhood partnerships with Head Start, IDEA, Part B, ECEAP, and IDEA, Part C.
Health Care Authority, Stacey Bushaw
Highlights:
· HCA is currently working with DEL on home visiting and MTCC
· HCA staff can help with billing denials
DSHS – Developmental Disabilities Administration, Children’s Administration, Economic Services Administration, Carla Reyes

Highlights:

· Five community organizations were recently awarded about $1Million in grants to participate in the TANF Home Visiting pilot over the next year:
· Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic (Yakima Co.) $168,000. Serving TANF clients from the Toppenish and Sunnyside CSOs with the Parents as Teachers model.

· Tacoma-Pierce Co. Health Department $170,281.  Serving TANF clients from Pierce north and south CSOs with the Nurse-Family partnership model.

· Grays harbor Co. Public Health & Social Services Dept.  $250,000.  Serving TANF clients in the Aberdeen CSO with the Nurse-Family partnership model.

· Thurston Co. Public Health and Social Services $202,758.  Serving TANF clients from the Olympia CSO with the Nurse-Family Partnership model.

· Community Youth Services (Thurston Co.)  $214,930.  Service clients from the Olympia CSO with the Parents as Teachers model.
· Thrive has contracted with the grantees and provided them an orientation on April 16th.  Grantees are currently working to use their awards to bring on and train the additional staff needed to expand their capacity to serve the participants identified under the funding.

· Four Counties:  Spokane, Benton/Franklin, Snohomish, and Cowlitz have volunteered their time to understand how to build a stronger referral system in their communities and connect more eligible families to home visiting using the existing capacity within the home visiting services within their areas.
· Local CSOs and home visiting providers have come together to establish a referral pathway and partnership and communication model for jointly served clients. 

· The pilot program is expected to run through December 2016

Department of Services for the Blind, Janet George

Highlights:

· Administration has made some changes and independent living may be impacted
· Due to decreased funding, the agency may be making some internal changes
Department of Health, Children with Special Health Care Needs, Maria Nardella

Highlights:

· SS 5488 Behavior Analysts Licensure still alive at DOH
· DOH State funding reductions update:

· NDCs

· Maxillo

· Genetics Services and EHDDI

· Changes in Staffing for the Healthy Starts and Transitions Staff:

· Lorraine Van Brunt, new Family Involvement Coordinator

· Recruitment to refill a Child Health Consultant to focus on Middle Childhood Health and Development

· Recruitment for a new Special Services for Children Supervisor.

· The DOH State Contracts Office determined that the $960,000 in state funding for the NDCs had to go out for competitive bid.  Applications were due to DOH on April 13th and a formal review is scheduled for April 23rd.
· The Great LINKS (Links to Integrate and Coordinate Care) for CYSHCN Grant.  This new grant is moving forward under the coordination of Allison Chee.  The grant includes work with WithinReach to further develop a statewide resource for CYSHCN. We will be asking our statewide partners to assist us in distributing a survey to parents of CYSHCN to help inform our grant activities.  For more information, please contact Allison Chee at Allison.chee@doh.wa.gov or 360-236-3526.

· Great MINDS (Medical Homes Include Developmental Screening) grant update.  A new collaboration between the Office of rural Health, The WA Health Improvement Network (WHIN), and the CSHCN Program – all based at DOH – will restart a contract with the WA Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics (WCAAP) to continue Great MINDS trainings into new areas of the state.  For more information, please contact Kate Cross at kate.cross@doh.wa.gov or 360-236-3463.
· Project LAUNCH Expansion (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health). A new grant application was submitted at the end of March to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) for a competitive opportunity to expand LAUNCH systems improvements and wellness promotion/prevention services into three new communities in WA. With the new grant proposal, DOH and Yakima staff will begin work in three new communities – Benton/Franklin, Chelan/Douglas, and Thurston.  DOH is hoping to be one of the five states funded for the next four years, with the grant to begin September 1, 2015.  For more information on LAUNCH, please contact Rebecca Timmen at Rebecca.timmen@doh.wa.gov or 360-236-3509.
· A new Child Health Note on Adverse Childhood Experiences is available.  The next two CHNs will  be on autism spectrum disorders – one on diagnosis and one on management.  Child Health Notes are available at:  http://www.medicalhome.org/leadershiip/chn_topics.cfm#sceening 

· The 2015 Summer Camp Director for Children with Special Health Care Needs has just been released.  Contact Maryam Jafari at Maryam.jafari@seattlechildrens.org or 206-987-3736 for any questions.   
SICC Presentation to Karen Walker
SICC Chair, Maryanne Barnes, presented Karen Walker, retiring ESIT Program Administrator with a plaque from the Council.  

Kind words were shared by many Council and audience members.  DEL is currently seeking applicants to fill Karen’s position.. 
V. Committee Updates


Family Leadership and Involvement Committee (FLIC)
Highlights:

· No meeting 
· Debbie Jackson reported that 23 parents will be getting scholarships to attend IECC
Funding, Karen Walker
Highlights:

· Stakeholder meeting last week

· Discussion topic – Medicaid, how to access and work together

· Medicaid plans/options
· Private Insurance – Kathy Fortner
· Medicaid – Maryanne Barnes
· Next meeting will be June 2 at Puget Sound ESD
Personnel and Training, Janet Spybrook

Highlights:
· The group discussed federal requirements, SSIP improvement strategies and infrastructure building that we must refine and implement in Phase 2, and current state initiatives that we do not want to drop like FRC and LLA training, family involvement, WATTAC networking,  P&T activities and ESIT materials and TA.  

· Group members presented recent activities, concerns, needs and possible tasks were generated for P&T, FRC planning, WATTAC, ESIT PCs.

· The group wanted more frequent and face to face meetings on these issues.  Use of the date and space already set for SICC was suggested with a call in option for those who could not attend.
WEECARE, Darci Ladwig/Cecile Lindquist

Highlights:

· ESIT “ask” is still in budget

· WEECARE is targeting specific legislators

VI. ESIT Update





Karen Walker and ESIT staff provided updates.

Highlights:

· The ESIT program has welcomed Susan Franck, M.Ed., as our newest program consultant.  Susan comes from DEL’s Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) where, as a pre-K specialist, she supported ECEAP contractors with implementing comprehensive services for children and families.  Susan has a strong background in early childhood education, children with special needs, parent engagement, and family support.  Susan has served on County Interagency Coordinating Councils, and has participated in the Mental Health, Autism and Early Learning Coalitions. She also has experience providing inter-agency coordination with professionals supporting children with special needs.  Susan’s commitment to serving children and families makes her a valuable addition to the ESIT team.  Susan can be reached at susan.franck@del.wa.gov or by phone at (360) 725-4684. 

· After serving for the past six years as the ESIT Program Administrator and Washington’s Part C Coordinator, Karen Walker plans to retire effective July 1, 2015. The leadership that Karen has provided to the ESIT program is underscored by her dedication and passion for the children and families we serve.  ESIT has seen a tremendous growth over the six years Karen has administered the program, and with that has come many challenges Karen has faced head on.  She has strengthened relationships with key partners in the state, while underlining the importance of strong partnerships and collaboration in serving our kids and families. Karen has been a strong, dynamic and successful leader to the ESIT program and she will be greatly missed!  DEL is currently recruiting for this position.

· State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP): Phase I of the State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) is complete.  This phase included broad and in-depth data and infrastructure analyses, developing a State Identified Measurable Result (improved outcomes for social-emotional skills and relationships), improvement strategies and a theory of action.  The process involved stakeholders from around the state.  March 31, ESIT submitted a Phase I narrative report to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).  SSIP is the new Indicator 11 of the Annual Performance Report (APR). Phase II begins this month.  This next phase includes infrastructure development, supporting early intervention providers in implementing evidence-based practices, and developing an evaluation plan.

· DEL/ESIT Request for Funds/Decision Package:  Since 2006, ESIT has experienced a 58% growth in the identification and participation of children in need of early intervention services.  During this same time period, ESIT has experienced an 18% growth in federal funding that is needed to support the provision of these services.  DEL has requested $4,000,000 for Biennium 2015-2017 for regional client services contracts.   With this investment in resources, the state will be able to continue to meet its obligation under IDEA, Part C to provide specific early intervention functions or services that “must be provided at public expense for which no fees can be charged”. These additional funds will enable children and their families to gain access to necessary direct services.  Governor Inslee has included our full request in his budget.  The House budget included our full request; however, the Senate budget did not.  For more information go to: http://www.del.wa.gov/publications/communications/docs/2014PLN8.pdf
· DEL/ESIT Request for Lead Agency Update: DEL had one agency-request bill to make technical corrections to the statute relating to ESIT that would make clearer that DEL is the state lead agency.  The bill also:

· amended the statute to make clear that the ESIT State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) is a birth to three council – not birth to six as statute currently states;

· corrects an error in reference to IDEA;

· clarifies that school districts may provide early intervention services or contract them out or both; and,

· moves ESIT-related statute from the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to DEL.

Unfortunately, the agency request bill didn’t make it out of the Rules Committee in either house.   
· Family Resources Coordinator (FRC) Training: The next Year 1 FRC training/Professional Learning Community (PLC) is scheduled for June 3, 2015.  The topics are service models and transition.  Interested individuals may participate in trainings as space allows.  For more information, contact Sue Blount at sue.blount@esd112.org.  
· IECC Conference: The annual Infant and Early Childhood Conference will be held May 6, 7 and 8, 2015 at the Tacoma Convention Center.  For more information or to register, visit http://www.ieccwa.org/2015/index.php. 

VII. Emerging Issues/Other Topics


· The July SICC meeting date was discussed.  It was determined that several of the Council would be unable to attend.  After discussion, the July meeting date was changed from July 22nd to July 15th.  

· Lisa Greenwald noted that Greg Schell, from the Father’s Network, is retiring soon.  Please send resume’s to Kindering Center.
· Major Bonnie Geneman related to the Council that April is the month of the military child.  There will be a child health fair at Madigan this weekend.
July focus:
Innovative Programs and Practices
Meeting adjourned.

Next SICC Meeting Dates:
Wednesday, July 15, 2015
TBD
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