State Interagency Coordinating
Council
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 26, 2014
Thurston County Fairgrounds
3054 Carpenter Road SE
Olympia, WA 98503

Attendance:
Members
Val Arnold, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
Maryanne Barnes, Service Provider, Developmental Center
Kelli Bohanon, State Lead Agency, Department of Early Learning
Magan Cromar, County Human Services
Melinda Dyer, OSPI/Education of Homeless Children and Youth
Amy Kocher, Parent
Maria Nardella, Department of Health
Kris Pederson, DSHS/Division of Developmental Disabilities
Sugely Sanchez, Parent
Janet Spybrook, Personnel Preparation
Members Unable to Attend
Janet George, Department of Services for the Blind
Jena Lavik, Parent
Others Attending
Angie Ahn-Lee, Snohomish County
Nancee Alvord, Tumwater School District
Chris Bess, Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), Medicaid
Cheryl Buettemeier, Boyer Children’s Clinic
Kris Ching, Center for Childhood Deafness & Hearing Loss
Kerianne Christie, Center for Childhood Deafness & Hearing Loss
René Denman, Island County
Kathy Fortner, Kindering
Wendy Galloway, Office of the Insurance Commissioner
Lori Holbrock, Franklin Pierce School District
Mary Kirchoff, Wonderland Developmental Center
Lori Kingery, Tacoma Public Schools
Nelly Mbajah, Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), Foster Care
Nellie Ward, Puyallup School District
Candy Watkins, A Step Ahead
Connie Zapp, Kitsap County
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ESIT Program Staff Who Participated
Karen Walker, Program Administrator
Kathy Blodgett, Program Consultant
Kathy Grant-Davis, Program Consultant
Sheila Ammons, Program Consultant
Linda Jennings, Program Specialist
Debbie Jackson, Program Specialist
BUSINESS MEETING
I. Introductions/Announcements
As Acting Chair, Maryanne Barnes called the meeting to order.
Ms. Barnes led introductions of the Council and audience present.
Motion:

A motion was made to approve the October 23, 2013 minutes. The motion was
seconded and passed.

Motion:

A motion was made to accept the February 26, 2014 agenda. The motion was
seconded and passed.

II. Department of Early Learning (DEL) Update
Kelli Bohanan, Assistant Director, Partnerships and Collaboration Division, gave an overview of
Washington’s state and local coordination projects for early learning.
Highlights:
 Strengthening Families:
o February 24th in Olympia, parent recognition “Unsung Heroes”
o Jermaine Raham’s family received award
 Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign:
o Begins in April
o Second year – brought pinwheels to SICC meeting last year
 Early Achievers:
o One-third of licensed providers now in the Early Achievers program
 Legislative Updates:
o HB 2282 – would add ten regional members to the Early Learning Advisory Council
(ELAC)
o HB – Healthiest Next Generation
o HB 2277 – Improve quality in early education
o HB 2598 – Introduced by Representative Ruth Kagi; by request of Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI):
An act relating to clarifying the lead agency for the early support for infants and toddlers
program; and amending RCW 28A.155.065.
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Sec. 1. RCW 28A.155.065 and 2007 c 115 s 7 are each amended to read as follows:
(1) By September 1, 2009, each school district shall provide or contract for early
intervention services to all eligible children with disabilities from birth to three years of
age. Eligibility shall be determined according to Part C of the federal individuals with
disabilities education ((improvement)) act or other applicable federal and state laws,
and as specified in the Washington Administrative Code adopted by the state lead
agency, which is the department of early learning. School districts shall provide or
contract, or both, for early intervention services in partnership with local birth-to-three
lead agencies and birth-to-three providers. Services provided under this section shall
not supplant services or funding currently provided in the state for early intervention
services or funding currently provided in the state for early intervention services to
eligible children with disabilities from birth to three years of age. The state-designated
birth-to-three lead agency shall be payor of last resort for birth-to-three early
intervention services provided under this section.
(2) The services in this section are not part of the state’s program of basic education
pursuant to Article IX of the state Constitution.
Farewell
Kelli has accepted the position of Deputy Director of Child Care Aware of Washington. Kelli
started in DEL in 2007 leading the Head Start State Collaboration Office before moving into
her role as Assistant Director for the Partnerships and Collaboration division. In this role, she
guided the successful transition of several important programs to DEL that included Early
Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT), Medicaid Treatment Child Care (MTCC), and
Strengthening Families Washington. She has led other important efforts that include DELs
partnership with Thrive by Five Washington in making home visiting services available to
vulnerable families, moving forward the work of the Early Learning Advisory Council (ELAC),
and directly engaging with the State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC).
Kelli’s many skills, abilities and leadership will be especially missed by the Early Support for
Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) program: her experience working in local programs; her passion
for ensuring all children – including the most vulnerable – have access to needed programs
and services; and her strong belief that partnerships with other state and local stakeholders
are essential for getting the work of early learning system-building done.

III. Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) – Presentation
Wendy Galloway, Compliance Analyst gave an update and presentation to the Council on the
Office of the Insurance Commissioner (OIC).
Highlights:
 Created in 1889-1890 by Washington’s first Legislature
 Approximately 220 employees
 Regulate Insurers
o Review applications from new in-state and out-of-state issuers
o Review rates and forms
 Monitor and License Industry Professionals
o Insurance producers/agents and other insurance professionals
 Protect Consumers
o Educate, advocate and regulate
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Complaint process
o Website: www.insurance.wa.gov
o Provide printed complaint form
Enforcement
o Against regulated entities and agents and brokers
o To prevent insurance fraud
Regulatory Authority
o Regulates
 Fully insured health plan issuers in the commercial individual, small, and large group
market (fully insured plan is one that the employer contracts with an insurance
company such as Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and the insurer covers the
employees and dependents claims
 Includes Qualified health Plans (QHPs) with additional oversight by WA Health Benefit
Exchange (HBE)
 Includes Medicare Supplement plans
o Does not generally regulate
 Self-insured or self-funded plans (regulated by federal law) (a type of job-based health
insurance coverage, where the employer pays the claims with its own funds)
 Health care providers (Dept. of Health)
 Medicare A and B, D, Medicare Advantage, Medicaid Apple Health (Center for
Medicaid and Medicare)
Health Care Reform
o Law signed March 2010
o Goals: Expand health care coverage to 32 million uninsured Americans and slow down
the rising cost of health care
o Changes:
 Financial assistance through Washington Healthplanfinder (aka Exchange or
marketplace)
 No annual or lifetime limits on healthcare
 Can’t deny coverage due to pre-existing conditions
 Quickly appeal any health insurance company decision
 Easy-to-understand summary of benefits and coverage
 Young adults can stay on parents plan until age 26
 New preventative services at no out-of-pocket cost
 Can’t be charged more based on health status or gender
o Essential Health Benefits (See WAC 284.43.878)
 Ambulatory patient services
 Emergency services
 Hospitalization
 Maternity and newborn care
 Mental health and treatment of substance abuse disorders, including behavioral health
treatment
 Prescription drugs
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Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices
Laboratory services
Preventative and wellness services and chronic disease management
Pediatric services, including oral and vision care (WAC 284.43.879, 880)

IV. Agency Reports
Agency reports, when available, are included in handouts within the Council packets.
Department of Health, Children with Special Health Care Needs, Maria Nardella
Highlights:
 There are a number of employment opportunities in the Access, Systems, and Coordination
Section, with more about to open specifically in the Healthy Starts and Transitions unit that
includes the CSHCN program. For more information visit:
www.doh.wa.gov/aboutus/departmentofhealth/employment.aspx
 CSHCN is re-designing their data collection system, CHIF (Child Health Data Form). Staff in
local health departments and neurodevelopmental centers that collect data on children for this
system are currently being surveyed to include their insights in the re-design.
 CSHCN is collecting success stories and challenges encountered by children and their
parents as they try to enroll in the new Affordable Care Act and WA State Medicaid
expansion. Please share with Susan Ray at 360-236-3504 or susan.ray@doh.wa.gov.
 The Department of Health (DOH) continues to lead a number of activities to create a
statewide system for universal developmental screening. This is a national movement. If you
would like more information or to be more involved, please contact Carol Miller at 360-2363572 or carol.miller@doh.wa.gov.
 Great MINDS (Medical Homes Include Developmental Screening) continues to progress in the
third and final year of grant activities to ensure that all children in Washington State have
access to high quality, comprehensive, family-centered medical homes that include regular
developmental screenings. A new coordinator has been assigned to close out the grant –
Sherry Trout. (sherry.trout@doh.wa.gov)
 K01-Medicaid: If a child (up to age 19) is in a hospital or care facility continuously for 30 days
or longer, the family is probably eligible for the long term medical program (K01 Medicaid),
because the parent income is not considered. Registration can be complex, but details to get
started can be found online at: www.dshs.wa.gov/manuals/aces/sections/ltc_ac_ws.shtml .
 Washington Autism Alliance & Advocacy (WAAA): Electronic self-help materials for low to
moderate income individuals appealing denials of diagnosis and treatments for autism have
been developed. The material is being made available through WAAA advocacy coordinators
who provide outreach statewide to families, providers and disability advocates. More
information can be found at: www.washingtonautismadvocacy.org . WAAA continues to
support trainings on types of insurance plans and laws that govern them and insurance
appeals when treatments are denied, including statewide resources that can be viewed online.
Visit: www.washingtonautismadvocacy.org/updates/provderresource-directory/ .
 Lifespan Respite of Washington received an expansion grant in 2013 and moved to Easter
Seals Washington to develop a respite voucher system for unserved caregivers (including
those already on wait lists with other programs), cultivate a sustainability plan, create a public
awareness initiative, and host a statewide respite summit in the fall of 2014. The collective
group meets on a quarterly basis. Website: www.lifespanrespitewa.org . Linda Porter is lead
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lporter@wa.easterseals.com.
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Val Arnold
Highlights:
 Starting Strong, August 4-6, Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick
o Kindergarten Symposium – Monday, August 4
 Information for kindergarten teachers, elementary school principals, and school district
staff on how to structure classroom environments and use what we currently know
about child development to provide developmentally appropriate practices in full-day
kindergarten classrooms
o Starting Strong Institute – Tuesday/Wednesday, August 5-6
 Keynote speakers and breakout sessions will be focused on P-3 alignment and
implementation including WaKIDS, the Early Learning Guidelines and Common Core,
community collaboration and more
 Infant and Early Childhood Conference (IECC), May 7-9, Tacoma
o www.ieccwa.org
 Common Core Instruction and Special Education Training
o This training has been jointly developed by OSPI Special Education and the Washington
Education Association with input from numerous special education personnel throughout
the state. For a training opportunity near you, please contact your ESD special education
director for additional details. The materials are also available at:
www.k12.wa.us/specialed/pubdocs/cc_instruction_sped.pdf
 New IRIS Center Resources released in January 2014
o Evidence-Based Practices Tool
 These summaries of research about the effectiveness of instructional strategies and
interventions contain links to research reports and include information about an
intervention's level of effectiveness and the age groups for which it is designed.
o Book Tool Portrayals of People with Disabilities
 This search tool contains information and synopses of children's and young adult
literature about or having to do with people with disabilities. This information includes
the name of the author and illustrator, publisher and year of publication, appropriate
grade level, and award status. For more IRIS Center Resources, visit:
www.iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/.
 The OSPI Special Education Office submitted the APR for FFY 2012 on January 30, 2014.
This report (and all previous reports) is located at
www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Data/SPP-APR/2012.aspx
.
 States must annually review school district performance against targets in the State’s SPP
on 14 of the 20 indicators and publically report on the school districts’ progress in meeting
the identified targets for each of these indicators. District data profiles are posted annually
on the OSPI Web site at: www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Data/default.aspx.

Office of the Insurance Commissioner, Wendy Galloway
Highlights:
 www.insurance.wa.gov
 In 2013, the OIC Consumer Advocacy Division helped recover 8.4 million in insurance billings,
refunds and other claims-related issues for Washington consumers.
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The OIC continues to educate consumers about health care reform and help them find health
coverage. They continue to receive calls from frustrated consumers who are having technical
difficulties with the Exchange’s online application process.
Washington State’s individual health insurance market – both inside and outside Washington
Healthplanfinder (Exchange) is projected to have over 300,000 people signed up by March 31,
2014, according to information reported by health insurers and figures provided by the
Exchange.
Open enrollment for purchasing individual and family health coverage ends March 31, 2014.
 Apple Health (Medicaid) enrollment is year round

Health Care Authority, Chris Bess
Highlights:
 The Health Care Authority (HCA) is currently working in collaboration with the Department of
Early Learning (DEL) on two projects:
o HCA is awaiting approval from our budget office and OFM for state money to support the
inclusion or Part C services in the schools. In our initial planning, the early intervention
(EI) services covered in the schools will be OT/PT and Speech. This work will require a
Medicaid state plan amendment which will take approximately one year to accomplish. An
approved state plan is required before HCA can implement a new program or services.
The EI services will be included under the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and
Treatment (EPSDT) benefit. DEL is/will be at the table as we work through writing the
state plan amendment and negotiating with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) for their approval. If you have questions about this process you are
welcome to contact Chris Bess at christine.bess@hca.wa.gov.
o HCA is working closely with DEL staff on a state plan amendment to include the Medicaid
Treatment Child Care Program (MTCC) under the EPSDT benefit in the State plan. Our
goal is to make this a statewide program for children birth to five who are suffering from
abuse and/or neglect. Again, this process will take approximately one year; will require
CMS approval and state funds to finance the program. DEL will be at the table as we
negotiate a new structure for the MTCC program and will be actively involved in
developing the amendment to the state plan. Approval for the amendment will require our
budget office approval as well as the Office of Financial Management (OFM). You may
contact Chris Bess at christine.bess@hca.wa.gov if you have questions about this
process.
DSHS – Developmental Disabilities Administration, Kris Pederson
Highlights:
 SB 6387 and HB 2432, if passed, will provide an opportunity to move the Individual and
Family Services state funded program into a Home and Community based waiver program.
The Senate bill also allows for a provision to add 1000 people to the Basic Plus waiver.
 SB 6387, if passed, will require DSHS to implement a Medicaid waiver to replace the
Individual and Family Services (IFS) program – no later than May 30, 2015.
o It grants DSHS the authority to increase the number of clients served, within the new IFS
waiver, to the extent possible within existing funds.
o Includes a statement of legislative intent that if additional federal funds are attained
through the Community First Choice Option, then by June 30, 2017 at least 4000
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individuals will receive services within the IFS waiver, and an additional 1000 will receive
services under the existing Basic Plus waiver.
HB 2432, if passed, will require DDA to identify stakeholders to participate in workgroups, at
their expense, and report to the appropriate Legislative committee on issues raised by July 31,
2013.
o State Auditor’s Developmental Disabilities Program Evaluation is required by January 1,
2015.
o Requires DSHS to implement a Medicaid program to replace the Individual and Family
Services (IFS) program by May 1, 2016.
SHB 2363, if passed, will allow dependents of military service members to retain eligibility for
developmental disability services while living out of state due to military assignment.
The Centers for Medicaid and Medicare services has released a new Home and Community
Based Service CFR. The service delivery must be based on person-centered planning and
services options to embrace the qualities of integration. Link to the CFR:
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/fr-2014-01-16/pdf/2014-00487.pdf .

V. Committee Updates
Family Leadership and Involvement Committee (FLIC), Amy Kocher
Highlights:
 Committee will meet tomorrow, February 27.
 Members of the Committee will meet with Legislators, February 27, and have an appointment
to meet with the Lieutenant Governor.
 The WEECARE Coalition has developed a mission statement: To support advocacy for
infants and toddlers with disabilities and their need for stable and equitable funding in
Washington State. The purpose of the group is to advocate for public policy that supports this
population and their families statewide.
 Shared a book, “Becoming Citizens” by Suzanne Schwartzenberg. Includes a photo of Cecile
Lindquist with former Governor Booth Gardner.
 Sugely Sanchez shared a resource folder that the Developmental Disabilities Administration
has put together, based on a model borrowed from Wisconsin. Resources include information
for birth through life.
 Debbie Jackson shared information on the Infant and Early Childhood Conference (IECC) in
Tacoma, May 7-9, 2014. One of the Keynotes will be a panel of people who will share their
experiences. Mrs. Trudi Inslee will be a panel member.
Data Committee, Kathy Fortner
A GoTo Meeting is planned for March
Funding Committee, Karen Walker
Highlights:
 ESIT is waiting for final confirmation of its annual Federal allocation.
 Sequestration will not affect the Federal Part C allocation for the next contract period.
 Washington anticipates receiving a small increase based on birth rate
 ESIT continues to review day in time and cumulative child count data
 Must continue to assure Part C funds supplement, not supplant, state and local public funding
o Variation in public funding persists across the state
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Primary funding for early intervention services are administered through other state
agencies; other agency requirements must be met in order to access these funds
o Federal Part C funds are not used to fund direct services (unless payor of last resort) but
rather fund the infrastructure that is necessary to ensure services are provided and
coordinated at the local level (FRCs and LLA administrators).
To prepare for reporting maintenance of effort financial data, ESIT will require LLAs to submit
public early intervention revenue data starting in FFY 14

Public Policy, Debbie Jackson
Highlights:
 Cecile Lindquist held a meeting with members of the WEECARE coalition. Discussion topics
included messaging, outreach to legislators.
 Darci Ladwig, FLIC member, has created website and Facebook page for WEECARE. This
will serve as a way to communicate any “actions” items and updates related to the Wee Care
coalition members as well as a way to make members aware of any legislation or related
issues that concern our population.
Personnel and Training, Janet Spybrook
Highlights:
 The committee sent out a recruitment retention survey and received 57 responses. This is a
good response rate of all provider agencies across the state and a fairly representative
sample.
 Preliminary review shows confirmation of issues our providers have been telling us. For
example, shortages of our core service providers continue but positions usually can be filled
fairly quickly.
 There is still a need for pre-service training of specialty providers such as ABA specialists,
Vision and Mobility specialists, Infant Mental health Specialists.
 There is a big need for training in working with very young children and their families and a
very big need for training in working with diverse cultures.
 The Committee will continue to analyze, ask more questions and reach out to higher
education regarding pre-service training needs.
 This data helps to justify need when applying for federal and other training grants and will
assist in our SSIP infrastructure analysis.
VI. ESIT Update
Karen Walker and ESIT staff provided updates.
Highlights:
 ESIT will welcome a new Program Consultant, Debra Donelan, MSSA, LISW-S, EIS, on
March 17. Debi is leaving her position as a Developmental Specialist in Ohio. She has seven
years’ experience providing early intervention services. She is familiar with the IFSP process,
understands the importance of using evidence based practices, and is able to provide training
on a variety of early intervention topics in diverse contexts.
 The Annual Performance Report (APR) has been submitted to the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). ESIT will apply for FFY 2014 funding in April, 2014. As part of the
application process, ESIT is required to hold a public comment period prior to each year’s
application submission. The 60 day public comment period, prior to submitting the
application, will be held Feb/March, 2014.
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ESIT General Supervision and Monitoring:
o Future focus of federal monitoring is shifting to a new accountability framework, described
as “Results Driven Accountability” (RDA). The new accountability structure will focus on
improving functional child and family outcomes. OSEP believes that in order to fulfill the
IDEA’s requirements, a more balanced approach to supporting program effectiveness in
early intervention and special education is necessary.
o OSEP has added a new indicator to the Annual Performance Plan that requires states to
develop a State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP).
o ESIT is receiving national technical assistance from the Western Regional Resource
Center (WRRC) as Washington’s phased-in SSIP is developed. Phase 1 will include data
analysis, identification of the focus for improvement, identification of infrastructure needed
to support improvement and build capacity, and the development of a Theory of Action
that will lead to improved results for children and families.
ESIT is gearing up for the next annual compliance data collection/monitoring process. Data
Management System (DMS) census monitoring data from the period January - March 2014
will be taken the end of April 2014. If any non-compliance is identified through this process,
findings of noncompliance will be made and letters issued to LLAs in July 2014.
Work continues on the development of WAC for the ESIT program. The WAC will govern the
provision of IDEA, Part C early intervention services for eligible infants and toddlers in
Washington. Stakeholder meetings and webinars have been held to provide
recommendations on:
o The structure, order and format of the draft WAC
o Local training and technical assistance needs
o Development of a distribution and communication plan
o Identification of challenges and opportunities of implementing the WAC
ESIT will hold public hearings in the spring of 2014. A webinar format will continue to be used
to facilitate broad statewide participation in the public hearings and accept comments before
adopting permanent rules.
ESIT will coordinate the development of these rules, as appropriate, with the state Department
of Health, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Department of Social and Health
Services, and the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs.
Additional information on the rule-writing process is available on the DEL website at:
http://www.del.wa.gov/laws/development.





Basic FRC training now begins with completion of IDEA, Part C and DMS online training
modules. Once online modules are completed, new FRCs select at least two of four in-person
trainings to attend during their first year of employment. The next trainings are March 18th and
June 3rd at ESD locations throughout the state. The January 15th topic was Leading the
Team and Evaluation and Assessment. Interested individuals may participate in more than
two in-person trainings, as space allows. Year 2 FRC training was held on February 15th, via
the K-20 video system.
The annual Infant and Early Childhood Conference will be held on May 7, 8 and 9 at the
Tacoma Convention Center. Online registration opened February 1, 2014.
o Each year ESIT provides scholarships for parents of children 0-5, who have participated in
early intervention, to attend the conference.
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Parents, foster parents, family members and caregivers are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship through the registration website at www.ieccwa.org. Scholarship selections
will be made April 7, 2014.
o For more information about parent scholarships please contact Debbie Jackson, ESIT
Parent Participation Coordinator, at debra.jackson@del.wa.gov or 360-725-4413.
ESIT is compiling FRC training updates into a calendar format. To attend FRC Introductory
Training and Professional Learning Community (PLC) Sessions, go to the ESD 112 website:
www.esd112.org/courses.
Nancy Hatfield, Washington Sensory Disabilities Services (WSDS), and Kris Ching, Center for
Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss (CDHL) will be presenting on the status of the
statewide framework being developed among key state agencies at the Local Lead Agency
(LLA) meetings in February. Information and resources will be shared to better support
deaf/hard of hearing children and their families in early intervention.
Karen is a new member of the DEL Early Learning Advisory Council. Her attendance on the
Council is as a representative for early intervention and the State Interagency Coordinating
Council (SICC).

VII. Emerging Issues/Other Topics
None noted.

April focus:

Statewide System

Meeting adjourned.

Next SICC Meeting Dates:
Wednesday, April 23, 2014
Puget Sound Skills Center, Burien
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. with a working lunch (Time Change)

