
Broader Family 
Connections & 
Engagement

Parent Advisory Group 
(PAG)

Community-Based 
Conversations

Description
DEL’s Parent Advisory Group is a 

sounding board for agency 
decisions, ideas and questions to 

ensure that policies and 
programs support families’ 

strengths and needs.  Structure 
the PAG in a way that works for 

families. 

Description
Provide opportunities for 

families to connect and engage 
on an individual basis, as time 

and capacity allows. 

Description
Convene conversations open to 

all families to encourage 
connections and gather input 

and advice.

Family Partnerships & Engagement
The Department of Early Learning (DEL) is committed to engaging and supporting parents and families as their children’s first and 

most important teacher.  This proposal outlines how families prefer to engage in shaping policies and program decisions that affect 
them, based on what we heard from a diverse focus group of parents and family caregivers from across Washington. 

Options
§ Social networking

§ Organized webinars, phone calls

§ Surveys

§ Pathways for parents to connect 
to state/local conversations 

Membership
§ 15-20 members
§ Broad-based representation, 

interests & experiences (ex: kinship, 
foster, race, language, immigrant, 

incarceration, fathers, socioeconomic)

§ Parents from each region, and 
representatives from existing 
groups/initiatives (FLIC, WSA, Parent 
Navigators, Community Café Collective, 
PTA from East & West)

Options
§ Community Café model or other
§ Neighborhood-based
§ 2-4 places across the state

Appointment Process
§ 2-year terms
§ DEL sets membership criteria

§ Ask applicants about experience 
and current involvement

§ Existing parent groups/initiatives 
recommend/approve 2-3 potential 
representatives

Logistics
§ Monthly phone/webinar 

meetings
§ Meet in person 2 times/year
§ DEL staff and resources to 

support meeting facilitation and 
participation (travel, child care, etc.)

Partnership & Engagement 
Opportunities
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