
Washington’s State and Local Early Learning Coordination System: 
Recommendations for Increasing Connections and Collective Action in Partnership with Families and Communities 

Washington is increasing connections and collective action across state and regional levels, and across disciplines so that we can:  

 Learn what is working and what is needed.  

 Continuously improve the quality and effectiveness of services and supports. 

 Provide the right services and opportunities to support the development and learning of all children and families regardless of their situation. 

 Achieve our Early Learning Plan vision: In Washington, we work together so that all children start life with a solid foundation for success, 
based on strong families and a world-class early learning system for all children from birth through third grade   

 
 

Key Partners and Roles 
 

  

Engage and empower diverse 
community voices of families, 
community agencies, schools, 
ethnic and racial communities, 
cross-sector stakeholders and 
champions 

Set/implement 
regional priorities & 
Action Plans 

Communicate 
state priorities 
and key decisions 

Promote joint local 
and statewide action. 
Adopt and act on early 
learning performance 
goals 

Inform state action. 
Participate in ELAC 

Promote collective state 
and local action 

Serve as a forum for 
meaningful deliberation 
that informs important 
decisions 

Consider statewide/ 
regional needs.  Remove 
barriers to quality, 
effectiveness, efficiency 
and maximum 
outcomes for all 
children and families  

Set annual priorities 
and accountability 
measures such as the 
Early Learning 
Performance Goals 
 

 Early Learning Advisory  
Council (ELAC) 

(Representatives from early learning, 
K-12, higher education, health, parents 

& state agencies) 

 Advises DEL, and as agreed, 
other Partnership agencies on 
building our early learning 
system. 

 Members are active two-way 
communicators. 

 

Washington Early Learning 
Partnership 

(DEL, OSPI and Thrive by Five) 

Agency partners work together to 
build a world-class early learning 
system so that all children start life 
with a solid foundation for success. 

DSHS and DOH will be invited to 
join the Partnership. 

Draw on knowledge 
and advice of ELAC/ 
Coalitions to inform 
decisions 

Identify and share 
enhancements & 
innovations needed 
to meet state/ 
regional goals  

10 Early Learning Regional 
Coalitions 

(Early learning professionals, families, 
diverse communities, agencies, schools 

and other champions) 

Regional partners work together to 
coordinate and improve early learning 
opportunities, services and supports 
for all children and families. 


