

QUESTION:
I am a parent and my child is attending a child care program that accepts state subsidy. I understand and support the Early Start Act and its focus on the quality of early learning services.
What resources are available to the providers to meet the required Early Start Act Early Achievers
timelines?


ANSWER:
The Early Start Act is purposefully focused on supporting providers whose goal is to serve the most vulnerable population of children and families. The Early Start Act states specific requirements for both new and existing licensed child care providers it defines resources and supports that DEL, in collaboration with Child Care Aware (CCA) and other state partners, is responsible to organize for childcare providers enrolling in Early Achievers. The Early Start Act resources and supports include, but are not limited to:
-	Early Achievers needs-based grants
-	Tiered subsidy reimbursement
-	Professional qualification and Early Achievers incentives
-	Professional Development Pathway for Early Achievers participants to obtain a high school diploma or equivalency or higher education credential in early childhood education, early childhood studies, child development, or an academic field related to early care and education
-	Scholarships and grants to assist Early Achievers participants with the costs associated with obtaining an educational certificates or degrees.
-	A Professional Development Pathway to address cultural and linguistic diversity
-	Statewide Substitute Pool for Early Achievers participants
-	Ongoing Early Achiever technical assistance, training, coaching and mentoring
-	Extension time for the Early Achievers participants in meeting rating level requirement timelines
-	Alignment of the national accreditation standards and Early Achievers


QUESTION:
I’m an existing licensed child care provider who is serving children receiving state subsidy. My program is not yet enrolled in Early Achievers. It is my program mission to continue to provide services to the families who need to be supported the most.
What are the Early Start Act Early Achievers requirements for existing licensed childcare providers?


ANSWER:
The Early Start Act is purposefully focused on supporting providers like you whose goal is to serve our most diverse and vulnerable children and families. The Early Start Act states specific requirements for new and existing licensed child care providers as well as defines specific Early Start Act resources and supports that DEL, in collaboration with Child Care Aware (CCA) and other state partners, is responsible to organize for providers who are about to enroll in Early Achievers.
The Early Achievers timelines are very friendly and allow time to plan and prepare for the enrollment
and the rating processes:
Early Start Act FAQs
July, 2015


4



1.   If you are an  existing child care provider serving non school-age children and receiving state subsidy payments you have a full year to plan your enrollment in Early Achievers with DEL and CCA support– the enrollment due date is August 1st, 2016.
2.   After you enroll in Early Achievers (by August 1st, 2016) you have another year to complete level
2 Early Achievers activities by partnering with DEL and CCA - by August 1st, 2017.
3.   After your level 2 Early Achievers activities are completed (by August 1st, 2017) you have another two and half years to enhance the quality of your services accessing DEL and CCA supports and rate at level 3 or higher by December 31st, 2019.
4.   If your rating is below level 3 when you are rated on (or before) December 31st, 2019, CCA and
DEL will help you with remedial activities, which will give you an additional 6 months to prepare for re-rating, by June 30, 2020.
5.   You also will be eligible for the Early Achievers rating time extension as an active participant in
Early Achievers activities
6.   If you will successfully complete all level 2 activities by August 1st, 2017 and are waiting to be rated by the deadline (December 31, 2019), you will continue to receive a state subsidy pending
the successful completion of the level 3 rating.


	Status
	Existing Child Care Provider
(serving non school-age
children and receiving subsidy payments)
	New Child Care Provider
(serving non school-age children
and planning to receive state subsidy)

	Enrollment date for
Early Achievers
	August 1, 2016
	Within 30 days of receiving
initial subsidy payment

	Date to complete Early
Achievers “Level 2
Activities”
	August 1, 2017
	1 year after enrollment

	Date to be rated level 3
or higher in Early
Achievers
	December 31, 2019
	At least 30 months (2.5 years)
from enrollment

	Date to be rated level 3
or higher in Early
Achievers (beyond
2019*)
	June 30, 2020
	Additional 6 months for rerating


*Providers who do not reach a level 3 or higher in Early Achievers are expected to work with DEL and CCA
to achieve this mandatory goal.


You will have ongoing access to the resources and consistent supports that will be provided by the state—and you will have up to 5 years to reach level 3 or higher. If you start to plan your Early Achievers activities right now - in July, 2015 – you will have up to  five years to meet the Early Start Act expectations.



QUESTION:
I’m planning to become a licensed child care provider and serve children receiving state subsidy.
What are the Early Start Act Early Achievers requirements for newly licensed child care providers who understand how important is to serve children that receive the subsidy?


ANSWER:
The Early Start Act is purposefully focused on supporting providers like you whose goal is to serve the most diverse and vulnerable children and families. The Early Start Act states specific requirements for new and existing licensed child care providers, and it’s defines ESA resources and supports that DEL, in collaboration with Child Care Aware, and other state partners is responsible to organize for providers enrolling in Early Achievers.

The Early Achievers timelines allow time to plan and prepare for the enrollment and rating processes:
1.   If you are a new child care provider serving non school-age children and planning to receive the state subsidy, you have to enroll in Early Achievers with DEL and CCA support within 30 days of receiving the initial subsidy payment.
2.   After enrolling in Early Achievers you have one year to complete level 2 Early Achievers activities by collaborating with DEL and CCA and receiving needed resources and supports.
3.   You need to rate at a level 3 or higher within thirty months (2.5 years) of
your Early Achievers enrollment. DEL and CCA will continue to offer you resources and supports.
4.   If your rating is lower than level 3 after thirty months (2.5 years) of your Early Achievers enrollment, DEL and CCA will help you with remedial activities, which will give you an additional six months to prepare for re-rating.
5.   If you successfully complete all level 2 activities and are to be rated by the deadline, you will continue to receive state subsidy payments pending the successful completion of the level 3 rating activity.
6.   You also will be eligible for the Early Achievers rating time extension as an active participant in
Early Achievers.

You will have ongoing access to the resources and supports that will be provided by the state. If you start to plan your Early Achievers activities at the same time you are preparing to serve children and families who receive the state subsidy, you will have up to four years to meet the Early Start Act expectations and achieve a Quality Level of Excellence.

	Status
	Existing Child Care Provider (serving non school-age children and receiving subsidy
payments)
	New Child Care Provider (serving non school-age children and planning to receive state
subsidy)

	Enrollment date for
Early Achievers
	August 1, 2016
	Within 30 days of receiving
initial subsidy payment

	Date to complete Early
Achievers “Level 2
Activities”
	August 1, 2017
	1 year after enrollment





	Date to be rated level 3
or higher in Early
Achievers
	December 31, 2019
	At least 30 months (2.5 years)
from enrollment

	Date to be rated level 3
or higher in Early
Achievers (beyond
2019*)
	June 30, 2020
	Additional 6 months for rerating


*Providers who do not reach a level 3 or higher in Early Achievers are expected to work with DEL and CCA
to achieve this mandatory goal.
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