Department of Early Learning
Q and A on Implementation of HB 1554

A. 	What is this new law, HB 1554?
Q.	Generally speaking, the new law protects from disclosure certain guardian or family member personal information that was not protected from disclosure before the July 24, 2015 effective date.  The new law appears to be designed to protect the following:
1. Provider personal information when the provider is a family member or guardian of a child that resides at the same address as the provider; or 
2. Provider personal information if a child has the same last name as the provider and is enrolled in the provider’s child care.  

Q.	I received a letter from the Department of Early Learning (DEL) asking me to fill out a survey on my family—why does the DEL need to know this information about me and my family?
A. 	For the new law to apply, DEL will be required to answer the following questions:
1. Does the record in the Department’s possession contain the personal information of a family member, or guardian of a child?  
2. Is the family member or guardian’s child attending licensed child care or the Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) program?
3. Does the family member or guardian have the same last name, or address, as the child attending licensed child care or FFN?
4. Would the disclosure of the family member or guardian’s personal information result in the disclosure of the child’s personal information?
 
For the Department to be able to legally withhold a family member or guardian’s personal information under this new law, each of the four questions listed immediately above must be answered “yes”.  If the answer is “no” to one or more of the four questions, then the new law does not apply.  

Q.  What happens if I don’t fill out the form; will my information be released?
A.	Possibly.  DEL does not send out lists of providers unless requested through a public records request, media inquiry, or through a legal contract.  If your provider information is requested and DEL does not have your response from the survey questions, we will assume you did not meet the criteria for this exemption.  Granted, there may be other Public Records Act exemption(s) that may allow the DEL to withhold some or part of a provider’s personal information.  For example, there are specific state and federal laws that allow the Department to withhold an individual’s social security number. 	 Every public records request is unique and every document and piece of information is reviewed for possible exemptions, prior to release.

Q.	What if my family situation changes, how do I update my information?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A.	If your situation changes, please fill out the survey form available on our website. Please send this form to your local licensing office or mail it to:
The Department of Early Learning
Public Records Officer
PO Box 40970
Olympia, WA 98504-0970
