
[image: Masthead.eps]
X, Y, Z Child Care does more than serve children and families. We’re a thriving business, involved in the community and we have exciting news to share. 
X,Y,Z Child Care has just enrolled in Early Achievers, Washington’s quality rating and improvement system, sometimes referred to as QRIS. 
You might be wondering – what is a QRIS?  A QRIS is a process for supporting and rewarding child care providers for providing high-quality care. More than 25 states have a statewide QRIS and Washington began implementing its system in July 2012. Similar to a hotel rating, participating child care facilities are rated based on observed quality.  
Why is a rating important?  It’s a measurable standard of excellence. Just like any business, we want to stand out and be recognized for good work. In the next 18-24 months, our site will be independently evaluated by the University of Washington.  In the meantime our staff will be trained on the best practices in the child care industry.
What does a rating mean?  Anyone who sees the Early Achievers logo can be assured that the child care facility they are entering is committed to quality care and early learning.
Why is this a big deal?  Early Achievers is voluntary for licensed child care programs, so X,Y,Z Child Care is a leader in quality improvement by choosing to join.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How will being in Early Achievers improve the community beyond those families being served? Early Achievers offers coaching and resources for child care providers to support each child’s learning and development. Research shows this kind of assistance helps child care providers improve the quality of their programs. When young children are ready for school, we all benefit.
What to learn more? Go to: http://del.wa.gov/care/qris/
Thank you for supporting X,Y,Z Child Care. We are proud to be part of this community and proud to be participating in Early Achievers.
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